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Presidential Welcome
Hello First Year Economics Students!
You are all about to embark on the rewarding journey that the study of Economics at
UQ entails. The UQ School of Economics has a highly-regarded reputation worldwide
and is an amazing place to study Economics. You will learn how to “think like an
economist” and to be able to critically evaluate and solve problems.
The CPA First Year Guide is here to assist you during this year of discovery. The Guide
covers everything from getting to UQ to planning your degree and tackling
assignments – plus a whole lot more – all useful information and advice designed to
help you adapt to University study and life. University can feel overwhelming at times,
with various things on your plate competing for your attention, but the First Year
Guide is here to help mitigate this information asymmetry.
For over 25 years, the UQ Economics Society has provided students with a wellrounded university experience. We have everything covered: connecting you with
employers, providing you with interesting publications and hosting great social events
just for you. I would highly encourage you all to become involved in university life by
joining clubs, societies and sporting associations as these make your university
experience so much more worthwhile.
The UQES has greatly enhanced my university experience by providing me with the
opportunity to make new friends and to share unforgettable times. I wish you the best
of luck with your studies and I hope to meet you all at UQES events in 2016!
Best regards
Phillip Womack
UQES President

What We Do
The University of Queensland Economics Society (UQES) is a student organisation
which aims to enrich the university life of its members by providing opportunities for
professional development and social interaction in economics and other related fields.
We host various events and initiatives which are designed to return value to both our
members and our sponsors. The UQES Executive oversees the day to day
administration of the society and we try our very hardest to bring you the most exciting
events. You’ll see us at all the events so, if you recognise us, come and introduce
yourself. We’re always interested in having a chat.
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND ECONOMICS SOCIETY

2

Get Connected
Join us on Facebook to keep up to date with our latest blog posts, events,
photos and other announcements.
Add us @ https://www.facebook.com/uqeconomics

We also have the UQES Snapchat account so you get to see all the exciting
things we’re doing at our events. You can also keep up to date with where
we’re selling tickets and when our next events are.
Add us @uqes.snaps or scan the code below
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Are you the next Microsoft Protégé?
Microsoft Australia is looking for talented undergraduate students to
demonstrate their business and problem solving skills by taking on our
real-world business scenario.
Microsoft has bold ambitions to create more personal and intelligent
computing experiences that empower billions of people to achieve more.
This year’s case study requires innovation and creativity in developing a
business case study for Microsoft’s Lumia devices.
This is a great way to stand out in the mind of graduate employers and to
put your university studies to practice. There are also fantastic prizes to be
won. This is an opportunity like no other. What are you waiting for?

Submissions due: 29th April 2016
Find out more: microsoft.com.au/protege

Our Events
CPA First Year Dinner
The CPA First Year Dinner will be held
on Monday, 21st March starting at
6.30pm. It’s a great opportunity to play
some trivia, to have some food and to
meet the UQES executive, your fellow
first years and your lecturers.

Careers and Cocktails- Semester One
This is UQES’s major networking event. It
is an excellent chance to meet our
sponsors and to network with HR
representatives from several firms to
discover career opportunities. It is also a
good opportunity to receive job
application and interview tips from
recent graduate employees.

Pub Crawl- Semester 1
Grab your 18 year old friends and
come join us exploring Brisbane’s
funkiest bars and pubs for a night of
dancing, drinks and good vibes. This
night does not disappoint ever. Buy
tickets early if you want to avoid
missing out
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UQES Ball – Semester 2
Probably our most glamourous night of
the year, the Econ Ball gives our
members a chance to don their finest
suits and to display their finest dresses
for a night filled with delicious food, a
drinks package and music to dance the
night away to. Keep a look out for
future announcements if you want to
grab a ticket as it will no doubt sell out
fast – it always does!

Mid-sem Drinks-Semester 2
For our first year friends who turn 18
mid-year we have mid-sem madness
which is bound to be an exciting
experience. Expect to meet many new
people and hopefully remember
them.

Lawn Bowls
To finish the year off in style, we
have an afternoon of lawn bowls
where you can display your athletic
prowess like our publications
officer Edward or you can simply
come to soak up the spring
sunshine and wind down before
final examinations
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Corporate Trivia
Come along to our trivia night with some of our sponsors. It’s an excellent
night to test your general knowledge and to enjoy some food and drink.

Second Semester- First Year Event
Stay tuned for another first year event to be announced for second semester.
It’s definitely going to be an exciting one.

Sports with UQES
UQES participates in a number of social sporting
competitions associated with the University
and the UQ Union. We are currently looking to
organise teams for 7 a side soccer, netball,
basketball, dodgeball, water polo and touch
rugby league. So, if you’re interested in any of
these, email Luke Morris at l.morris@uqes.com
to enquire further. We also run social sporting
days similar to the student vs lecturer football
game held last year which was an extremely
enjoyable event.

UQES redE card 2016
The UQES redEcard gives the holder access to special discounts, offers and
express/free entry to various restaurants, entertainment venues, clubs, bars, retail
stores and other Brisbane establishments. Additionally, the card provides you with
UQES membership and gets you a discount when purchasing tickets to all our events.
You’ll be able to purchase the redEcard on Market Day so come see the UQES team at
our stall and grab yourself membership. Just look for the red balloons. If you can’t
make O week don’t worry simply email Edward, our secretary, at e.hogan@uqes to
arrange a time to purchase membership.
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On Campus
The UQ campus is massive and the major benefit of this, apart from having to hike
from classroom to classroom, is that we have a wide range of facilities available. We
have a Commonwealth Bank for all your banking needs, whether you just need cash
out to buy a redE card or to deposit some cash. You’ll find it in the Relaxation Block
right outside the Union Complex. Thinking about travelling overseas, or just wanting a
quick mini-break, STA Travel in the Union Complex can help you out with travel trips,
flights, accommodation, tours and travel insurance. We also have the Uni Hair Salon
which is great if you’re looking for a fresh cut right before you head out to one of our
events.

Places to Eat
UQ is also home to some great student friendly food options located all around
campus. At Bam Boo Haus, located at the Union Complex also known as “refec”, you
can quench your dumpling cravings in between classes. Additionally, you can go to
Main Course which is your best bet for choice with a huge range of hot meals including
fish & chips, burgers, pasta bake, rice, hot roasts and stews. Other options at the Union
Complex include U Sushi, Boost Juice, ChaTime, Pizza Caffe, Subway, On a Roll Bakery,
Guzman y Gomez and Kebab&CO. If you’re looking for a sugar fix, head straight to The
Lolly Shop to satisfy your cravings. You also have a variety of hot foods, make your own
sandwiches and snacks available at Physiol Eatery and Café.
If you’re looking for a caffeine hit, you have several options: Merlos is the most popular
coffee joint on campus, situated right outside the entrance to the Social Sciences
Library near the Great Court. You’ll find that it becomes extremely busy around lunch
time so you could be waiting a while, but, if you’re in no rush, it’s great to grab a coffee
and to go and relax with some friends in the Great Court. Your other alternatives are
the Rooftop Café which is located at Colin Clark up the stairs, the Lakeside Café located
near the Advanced Engineering Building and also Darwins which is near the Physiol
Café. You can also grab coffee at Mr Beans, Pizza Caffe and On a Roll Bakery, all in the
Union Complex.
To see the full list of facilities available at UQ visit: http://www.uqu.com.au/foodretail.
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Helping First Years
First Year Buddy Program
If you’re feeling a little lost or unsure about how things work at UQ, don’t worry. We
at the UQES know exactly what you feel like and we have developed the perfect
solution to help you out. Sign up to our First Year Buddy Program on Market Day and
you’ll be in contact with a student in a higher year level who will be able to show you
the ropes for Uni and to help you out with advice, please direct any queries to
ransi.w@uqes.com.au. This is highly recommended for international students who
aren’t accustomed to life in Australia so that they can ease into University life.

Facebook study groups
We also have Facebook groups for each of the first year economics courses where you
can post and answer questions, share study materials including past exams and also
organise study groups. If you want, you can email our Education Director, Jessica, at
j.downingide@uqes.com and she can organise a study group for you.
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Planning Ahead
Degree planning
Many second year subjects have prerequisite first year subjects which should be
finished ideally in your first year. The following subjects should be completed ideally
in your first year to ensure you have satisfied the prerequisite subjects for your second
year.
•
•
•
•

ECON1010 Introductory Microeconomics
ECON1020 Introductory Macroeconomics
ECON1050 Tools of Economic Analysis
ECON1310 Quantitative Economics and Business Analysis A

If you’re struggling to understand the specifics of your degree and the number of units
you need to complete each year, head to these websites to get some help.
https://bel.uq.edu.au/program-plans
http://www.uq.edu.au/myadvisor/dual-programs

Honours
High achieving students also have the option of undertaking the Economics Honours
program. This incorporates an additional year of study, inclusive of advanced
coursework and a thesis. To be eligible, students must complete a Bachelor of
Economics with a final GPA of 5.5 or higher, and must have completed the prerequisite
courses with at least a 5 or higher in these courses. Most of these prerequisite courses
will be taken after first year but you can look these courses up on the Economics
Honours program at www.uq.edu.au/study.
The UQ School of Economics has a world-leading Honours program. Students who
complete it go on to successful careers at renowned institutions including the Reserve
Bank of Australia and the Commonwealth Treasury.

Bachelor of Advanced Finance and Economics (Honours)
UQ also recently introduced a fast tracked degree which allows you to complete a
Finance degree plus Honours in Economics in 4 years. This program is an advanced 4
year degree in Economics and Finance for students who are proficient in mathematics
and who have a keen interest in Economics and Finance. It’s quite a challenging course
and to enter it, you require an OP2.
At the end of the third year, students will decide if they wish to take a more
professional employment-oriented pathway or, subject to meeting certain entry
criteria, a dedicated research pathway in either Economics or Finance. The Economics
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND ECONOMICS SOCIETY
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and Finance majors are designed to enable entry into higher degree research programs
upon completion of the BAdvFin&Econ(Hons). Students who choose to study a major
in their fourth year may choose to undertake an exchange semester in Year 3,
Semester 2.
Students electing not to take a major in either Economics or Finance will complete a 4
unit team project and will have the opportunity to combine this with an internship
and/or a tailored overseas study experience at one of our prestigious international
partners.

Majors
Although, being in first year, you won’t have to start making decisions about your
major until the end of second year, it’s still a good idea to start thinking about it now.
For Economics your options for majors are the following:

Quantitative Methods
This major has a strong mathematical and modelling focus, students are provided with the critical scientific techniques to
successfully measure, analyse, project and model a diverse set of economic factors and scenarios.

Economics and Public Policy
The economics and public policy major is an economics-centred, multidisciplinary major, designed to provide students
with an opportunity to understand how government intervention affects the economy in an increasingly globalised world.

Business and Industry
This major concentrates on economic decision making in the business sector. It covers issues such as managerial
economics, industrial and labour economics, the regulatory environment and benefit/cost analysis techniques.

Natural Resources and Environment.
This major provides the tools of economic analysis for application to problems associated with the allocation of renewable
and non-renewable natural resources

International Trade and Finance
This major focuses on the economics and financial systems, mechanisms and emerging issues in an increasingly globalised
economy.

Quantitative methods is sometimes considered harder than the other majors but it all
comes down to your strengths and weaknesses. At the end of the day, if you choose a
major you feel passionate and comfortable about, then you’re set. It is also not
compulsory to pick a major for your degree. Many students opt for a generalist degree
with no major. It’s all up to you and what your interest is. See the links below to access
study plans for your course.
https://bel.uq.edu.au/progression-checks
http://www.uq.edu.au/study/
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Study Tips
Resources
Prescribed textbooks are published in the Learning Resources tab of the Course Profile
which you can find on Blackboard. It is worth noting that many courses have a required
text plus other recommended texts. These recommended texts may be of varying
usefulness throughout the semester but generally, you can rely on the library for
sufficient access when required. It is highly recommended you either speak to the
lecturer prior to purchasing textbooks or wait until your first lecture to see what the
lecturer recommends.
There are several alternatives you can choose from when you
are deciding where you’re going to purchase your textbooks:
You can purchase cheaper textbooks second-hand that have
been used by past students in past semesters. One of the best
places to buy second-hand is on the official UQ textbook
exchange fb page where students can search for their course
codes and match up with students selling the textbook they
need.

https://www.facebook.com/uq
textbookexchange

Additionally you can purchase textbooks online via Zookal (https://www.zookal.com ).
At Zookal, you can easily rent or buy new or second hand university textbooks, saving
up to 70% off the RRP.
You also have the alternative of purchasing second hand textbooks from the UQ Union
Second-hand Bookshop which is located next to the lolly shop in the Union Complex.
Although the range of second-hand books here is not very extensive, it’s still worth a
look around.
If you are going to buy full-priced books, you can purchase them from The Co-Op which
is located on the St Lucia Campus, close to the Union Complex on Staff House Road
near the newsagency and café ‘Wordsmiths’. Textbooks here are generally more
expensive; however, you can become a member for a small fee and get lifelong
discounts. You can also purchase textbooks from QU Books which is in Toowong on
9/39 Campbell Street. You will find cheaper textbooks here and with the redE card you
also get an additional 2.5% discount which is a small added bonus.
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Lectures
During the first couple of weeks of your first year you will find that your lectures will
be packed and we recommend that you only go to the lecture you signed onto.
However, as the weeks go by, you will find this will ease off and you should be able to
fit into the lecture rooms, should the need arise. Due to safety considerations,
students are not permitted to sit in the aisles or walkways. If you are late to your
lectures, make it your priority to be as unobtrusive as possible. Some lecture theatres
may have alternative entrances from the back which might be the best option.

Lecture recordings
Most lectures particularly those for compulsory subjects with large cohorts are
recorded and put up on Echo360 which is accessible via blackboard. You can view
recordings of your lectures here; however, this is not in any way a substitute for
attending lectures as often not all aspects are recorded. Lecturers sometimes step
away from the microphone causing audio problems and they also may utilise the
whiteboard. It pays to attend lectures!

Tutorials
Due to smaller class sizes, tutorials are generally less flexible than lectures. It is
recommended that you only attend the tutorial you signed onto. Some tutorials are
assessed so it is crucial that you attend your own tutorial. However, if you are unable
to attend your own tutorial, you can email the course administrator to arrange a new
timeslot.
We recommend that, if you find a tutor you are comfortable with, you stick to that
session as, due to the smaller class size, building rapport with your tutor is much easier
and allows for better assistance.

Additional study
The university operates on the basis that 10 hours of study a week is required for a
standard two unit course. This means that, if you attend a two hour lecture and a one
hour tutorial, you need an extra seven hours of independent study during the week.
At the beginning of the semester, it may seem like exams are far away; however, it
always helps to keep on top of things on a week to week basis as opposed to cramming
everything at the last minute. It would also be a wise idea to keep on top of weekly
financial and economic matters as lecturers have been known to include questions
related to recent economic events.
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Pass
PASS stands for Peer Assisted Study Session and there are classes that are run for
ECON1010, ECON1020, ECON1310, ECON1320 and ECON1050. These classes are
similar to tutorials except that they are run by recent students who have excelled in
their respective courses. You will find PASS is a much more informal environment than
tutorials and that PASS leaders will try be more interactive with students to help you
grasp concepts more quickly. The questions that you will be doing are designed by the
PASS leaders and focus on what they think is important for that week. You will find
yourself laughing occasionally as questions are often scattered with pop culture
references and familiar names. PASS classes start in week 2 with a one week lag to
lectures. This ensures you’re still studying previous material whilst learning new
content in lectures. It’s well known that students who attend PASS do better than
those who do not! So do your best to attend PASS sessions!

Consultation
Consultation is one of the most underutilised resources available to students at UQ; it
is essentially free tutoring where you can go and have your questions answered. Each
course has its consultation times available on blackboard. Consultations are generally
held in the consultation rooms on the ground floor of Colin Clark. You will find that
early in the semester a lot of consults are empty so, if you have any questions you
need answered, don’t wait, head straight into consult to speak to one of the tutors
available. You will find that closer to exams consults will be packed with people who
need their questions answered desperately. If you don’t have any questions before
exams, it’s still a good idea to head into consult to see what other people’s questions
are and to listen in.

Past Exam papers
Past Exam Papers are an excellent tool in preparing yourself for exams. They give you
a great idea of the style and level of difficulty of questions you’ll be facing. It is
important as a bare minimum that you at least have a look through some past exam
papers prior to sitting an exam as you may find that lecturers might recycle questions
or have similar questions in your exam. That being said, past exams papers should not
be your core focus and you should always go through your tutorials, lecture slides and
PASS activities first as these are reflective of the content that you’ll face in your exams.
If the lecturer hasn’t provided you with past exam papers on blackboard, you will be
able to find them on the UQ library database under the Past Exams tab by inputting
your course code.
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Assignments
Preparation
Always ensure that you have a thorough look at the provided stimulus and the marking
guide as this can reveal a lot as to what the markers are looking for when marking your
assignment. If you are unsure of what is required of you, seek further clarification from
your lecturer.

Citation
Referencing your work is far more important at university than in high school. If you
do not cite your work properly you may be accused of plagiarism which is an offence
taken seriously by the University. While some courses give students a choice of
academic referencing styles, the majority of economics assignments utilise the
Harvard Style Referencing Guidelines. Ensure that, if your lecturer sets a particular
style, you use that style and you are consistent. When researching your topic, ensure
you use reputable sources as untrustworthy sources may not be considered legitimate
by your lecturer. Especially do not use Wikipedia as a source; however, you can use
Wikipedia to gain a general idea of where to start your assignment.

Extensions
If you’re looking for an extension, they’re generally given at the discretion of the
lecturer. Please note that it is much harder to get an extension for a subject with a
larger cohort. Be prepared to ask for an extension as soon as you realise you need it.
Avoid emailing the lecturer the day before the assignment is due as it is likely you
won’t receive one unless your reason is extremely good.

Submission
When submitting assignments follow the guidelines set by the lecturer. Be aware that
you may have to submit an assignment online via Blackboard and/or with a hard copy
via the BEL Faculty Resource Centre on the ground floor of Colin Clark. Penalties do
apply for late submission whether it be late by five minutes or five days. You can find
the penalties for late submission in the electronic course profile for each course on
blackboard. If you’re handing in your assignment to the BEL Faculty Resource Centre,
we recommend you get there well before the actual deadline as there is always a rush
at the last minute. If you’re extra organised and comfortable with your work, even
submit it the day before. It’s the biggest relief knowing you’ve just submitted a piece
of work you have worked hours and hours on.
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Feedback
General feedback about assignments is occasionally given by lecturers on Blackboard.
Alternatively, it is usually provided in sessions after the completion of the special and
supplementary exams. If you have no scheduled feedback session provided, you can
arrange to meet with your lecturer. Exam viewings are recommended, unless you are
entirely happy with your mark, as markers do occasionally make errors when marking.

Exams
Missing Exams
If you miss an exam due to medical grounds or any other reasonable grounds then you
may be eligible to sit a Deferred Exam. Applications must be submitted within 5
calendar days after the date the original examination was held. You will be required to
provide supporting documentation such as a medical certificate.

Failing Exams
If you receive a 3 in a course, meaning you have failed the course, don’t fear. There
may be a chance for redemption. Some courses allow you a second chance to pass the
course if you sit the Supplementary Exam. Supplementary assessment will be granted
only when the General Award Rules and Program Rules allow. Official rules can be
found under the Program Rules and Requirements link for each program on the
Programs and Course website at www.uq.edu.au/study. Generally, you will be
required to make a formal application for supplementary assessment, within five
calendar days of the release of results. Be aware that the maximum mark you can
achieve from supplementary assessment is a four.

How to get here
Public Transport
The easiest (and probably most economical) way of getting to UQ is via the vast
network of available public transport. The Translink app is super helpful in planning
your journey to Uni as well as in finding out when services are delayed. Type in UQ St
Lucia as the destination. There are two main bus stops at the St Lucia campus:
Chancellor’s Place and UQ Lakes.
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Type in UQ Chancellors Place and UQ Lakes station respectively when using Translink.
Buses from UQ Lakes service the south-east busway including Eight Mile Plains,
Sunnybank Hills, Carindale, the city, the Royal Brisbane Womens Hospital and Zillmere.
All services from UQ Lakes pass the Park Road train station, making for an easy transfer
to several QR services. Buses from Chancellor’s Place service areas such as Toowong,
Indooroopilly, Taringa, Kenmore, Milton and the city. UQ also has its own ferry
terminal which services all stops along the Brisbane River. While it is not the fastest
way to Uni, it can be a great way to let your hair down after a long day at Uni (literally!).

Driving
If public transport isn’t really an option, driving to Uni is also a very popular choice.
However, do remember to leave in plenty of time to find a carpark around Uni. At the
beginning of semester, it can become quite hard to find parking after 8am. However,
as the semester progresses, carparks are more available later into the morning. If you
are having an issue finding a park, using the parking availability page from UQ is a good
idea (https://www.pf.uq.edu.au/parking/availability/index.html). When parking at
Uni, be sure to obey all signage and display your parking ticket as required. Parking
ticket prices have been hiked up by a dollar and it now costs $5.00 for daily parking.

Bike/Walk
However, if you live in the suburbs surrounding the university, walking and cycling are
the best ways to get to the campus. For cyclists, UQ has storage facilities known as
Bike Boxes. These are free of charge areas where students can store their bikes and
have access to showers and other facilities. This service is provided free of charge,
however student ID is required. There is a Bike Box storage facility available below the
Red Room. For more information on accessing the bike boxes and other bike storage
facilities, take a look at the UQ website (https://www.pf.uq.edu.au/cycling).
Regardless of how you travel to Uni, during examination periods, ensure you leave
with plenty of time before exams. Issues with public transport and parking will not
result in additional time to complete exams. For exams at UQ, students are able to
enter the exam up until 30 minutes after the exam has commenced. Arriving after this
time will result in you being denied entry to the exam.
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Good Luck
I hope that all of you gained something out of reading this Guide. If you have
any other questions, message UQES on fb or feel free to email me at
s.muraleedaran@uqes.com . If you take the time to type out the entirety of my
surname, I’ll be happy to answer your questions. Still, if you are one of those
overachieving first years who has everything under control and you’re “redE” to
take on UNI, please take note of this message from me and the rest of the
UQES: We are some of the friendliest and chatty people out; so, if you
recognise any of us at our events at University or even on the d-floor of Fridays,
feel free to introduce yourself to us and say hi. Part of the reason we signed up
to do this was to meet new wonderful people. That’s all from me. I hope
university and the UQES treats you well in what is bound to be a fruitful and
exciting year for all of you.
All the best
Shiva Muraleedaran
First Year Officer
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The Economics & Law Research Institute (ELRI) is an
independent research and advisory institute, focusing on
the dynamic between the performance of an economy,
it’s relevant laws, legal structure and tax regimes
www.elri.com.au

ALEX MALLEY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
CPA AUSTRALIA

THE
NAKED
CEO
INVITES YOU TO
JOIN HIS NETWORK

Join CPA Australia’s exciting network and
get instant access to the career edge you
need including:
The Naked CEO
Online mentoring and advice from
Alex Malley, Chief Executive of CPA Australia.
Career Expo
Meet and chat with leading employers.
Employer Partners
Be first to hear about internship and
graduate employment opportunities.
Plus event invitations, webinars,
discounts and more!
Subscribe to our network at
cpaaustralia.com.au/network

Chief Executive

