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WELCOME
W

elcome to UQ and to Australia’s top School
of Economics. In February of this year,
ReREc confirmed what we’ve known for many
years now, that UQ is Australia’s top academic
institution for economic research. With one Federation Fellow, two ARC Research Fellows and
countless other awarded staff, you’re joining an
envied cohort whose results and qualities are
much sought after by employers and industry
professionals
The UQES is the student society the bridges the
gap between the academic world and what goes
on outside the confines of the Colin Clark building. We provide support to students within the
School and the greater BEL community to ensure you get the most out of your time on campus.
The UQES has been publishing a guide for First
Years for four years now. Each year we include
more and more tips about campus life: cheap
textbooks, tasty food and comfortable napping
spots. It’s finally grown out of its old surroundings, so this year we’re launching afresh with a
brand new design.
Each year the UQES elects two of its members
to provide support to students starting in the

School.
This year, Ben Ngo and Vanessa McArthur-Williams are here to help answer your questions and
tackle the issues facing Economics students. They
know firsthand the opportunity costs of partying
at the R.E on a Wednesday night and they know
the cheapest photocopying on campus: these two
have first year covered. Don’t hesitate to get in
contact via firstyear@uqes.com.au or at our office on the ground floor of Colin Clark.
There’s always talk about nerves and the daunting nature of starting University. But don’t stress!
If there’s one thing I can recommend, it’s to soak
it all up. Take in as much of campus life as possible. The more you engage with your peers, the
more likely you are to enjoy your studies. Appreciate the finer points of University life: like napping in the Great Court or spending hours on
end at coffee shops. Make the most of these next
few years.
And if you haven’t gotten lost yet, you really
haven’t seen enough of the campus.
I look forward to seeing you around University.
Alexander McLaren
President

ABOUT US
The University of Queensland Economics Society (UQES) is a dynamic student organisation which aims to enrich the university life of
its members by providing opportunities for professional development
and social interaction in economics and related fields. The UQES
achieves these goals through various events and initiatives designed
to create value for both our members and sponsors.
Founded in October 1988, the UQES has served the economics
community for over 22 years and is the only society for economics
students at the University of Queensland.

Events
The UQES provides professional development opportunities to help
bridge the gap between the corporate community and the UQ student
body. This serves to integrate theory and practice, allowing true ‘real
world’ exposure for students and a chance for our sponsors to promote
their organisation.
The UQES runs numerous social functions each year to help strengthen
bonds between students and build relationships with faculty. We strongly believe in building a vibrant, inclusive and supportive community to
improve the university experience for the 10,000 Business, Economics
and Law students at the University of Queensland. Our key events in
this area are our beginning and end of semester socials which provide
an informal opportunity for our members to network and meet other
students. We also participate in the UQ Sport interfaculty sporting competitions each semester.
Publications
The UQES releases a number of publications each year of a corporate
and social nature. These publications are designed to help Economics students plan their degree(s) as well as in the transition from High
School to University and from University and from University to the
corporate world. For more information on our publications for 2011
please visit our publications section.

The UQES Executive
The UQES Executive oversee the day to day administration of the
society. Voted in during Semester 2 of the preceeding year, the
Executive are a stunningly attractive collection of some of UQ’s
finest economics students. When they’re not breaking hearts,
they’re busy organising social and professional events as well
as putting your essays and papers to print in our publications.
They’re really not that scary - so come and say hi. The full list of our
executive is available on our website.

UQES Sport
UQES participates in sports competitions affiliated with the University and UQ Union. If you would like to be involved in our sports
teams, please contact Ben Morris at ben.morris@uqes.com.au
UQES fields a number of teams in mixed netball, TRL, football (indoor and five-a-side) and cricket. UQES’s Real GDP are poised to
retain their five-a-side premiership in 2012.

If we’ve failed to mention something or haven’t quite explained
ourselves, feel free to forward your questions through to questions@
uqes.com.au. Coffee and food can also be traded for answers on
campus.
For any general questions about your first year at UQ (subject selections, where to find good coffee, 5 quick steps to becoming a big
man on campus) or anything to do with the contents of this First
Year Guide, don’t hesitate to contact Ben Ngo at firstyear@uqes.
com.au

EVENTS
Launch Party - S1 & S2
Held during the first week of university each semester, the UQES
jointly hosts a party at one of our sponsor’s venues to kick off the semester. Dust off the holiday cobwebs and join us for drinks and stunning company. The night is great opportunity to meet other UQES
members as well as members of a number of other BEL societies.
Keep an eye on our Facebook wall for details closer to the date.

First Year Dinner - S1 & S2
By week three you’re finally settling into the groove of university and
you’re probably thinking it’s about time you meet other Economics
students outside of the classroom. Come along for dinner and meet
your fellow first year students and lecturers, as well as older students
and members of the UQES Executive. To boot, PASS classes start in
week three and this is a great chance to meet your tutors.

Careers and Cocktails - S1
One of UQES’s major networking events, the mid-semester function
provides a great chance to meet our sponsors’ and network with HR
representatives from a number of firms. The night is a great opportunity to talk to our sponsors and find out more about potential
careers for economics, commerce and business graduates. Normally
falling just before Vacation and Graduate recruitment deadlines, it
also provides a great opportunity to pick the brains of HR representatives on interview processes and graduate experiences.

UQES Lawn Sports Association - S1 & S2
UQES’s signature sporting event occurs once each semester to mark
the beginning of exam block. Lawn bowls, croquet, mini-golf – if it
utilises turf and requires minimal effort to play, there’s a fair chance
that we’ll have a go at it. Join us for a few Sunday afternoon drinks
and try your luck against the Executive.

UQES CARD

The 2012 UQES Card will be available at O-Week market days with
membership to the UQES. If you’re unable to purchase membership
on these days, you can email Tim Connell at secretary@uqes.com.au
and arrange a time to purchase your membership.

GETTING READY
How many subjects/courses should I be taking?
While four subjects per semester is a ‘standard’ full-time course load,
many students, particularly those undertaking dual degrees, take five
courses at some point in their degree. University enrolment rules
specify that students may only take four courses in their first semester and can only take five courses if their GPA exceeded 4.5 in the
previous semester.
Students undertaking three courses per semester are still considered
by the University as full-time students. The University considers
course loads of less than three subjects as part-time and this may
impact your eligibility for a concession card or Centrelink payments
such as Youth Allowance.
What courses should I be taking?
All economics students should, at some stage during their first year,
take the following courses:
-- ECON1010 Introductory Microeconomics
-- ECON1020 Introductory Macroeconomics
-- ECON1050 Tools of Economic Analysis
-- ECON1310 Quantitative Economics & Business Analysis A
(‘Stats A’)
Due to a change in the structure of the BEcon in 2010, many current
students will also recommend taking ECON1320 (‘Stats B).

This course is no longer compulsory, however we recommend the
course for those still feeling uncomfortable with statistics.
For some dual program students (such as Economics/Laws students),
it is not feasible to do all four subjects. If this is the case, you can
choose to leave one out for your second year, preferably ECON1310 or
ECON1050.You may book in a time to see an Academic Administrative
Officer to help you decide which one to leave out, but as an indication,
second year economics relies more on ECON1050 than ECON1310.
However, if you are thinking of majoring in Quantitative Methods, you
may be better off taking ECON1310. Those without a strong background in mathematics will benefit most from taking ECON1050 first.

How can I plan out my degree?
The most reliable course planners are on the UQ and BEL Faculty
websites.
Single Program Plans: www.bel.uq.edu.au/program-plans
Dual Program Plans: www.uq.edu.au/myadvisor/dual-program-plans
These program plans will be relied upon by most students so it’s a
good idea to follow them if you can. However, it is not imperative that
you stick with these plans as anything from UQ Abroad student exchanges to degree transferring can impact on your course selections.

Planning a major
Completing a major in economics requires careful planning. Subject
selection must adhere with your degree’s rules and requirements and
deviations from this schedule are accepted. Dual program students
have a number of prerequisite courses to complete in first year so
there is less of a need to identify your preferred major.
However, students studying a single Economics degree should start
planning after their first semester. Use the checklists at www.bel.
uq.edu.au/grad-checks in conjunction with the course list for the
Bachelor of Economics on www.uq.edu.au/study to plan your major.
Make sure the information is in your appropriate ‘year’ (the year you
started your degree).

Completing a major in your Economics degree is not compulsory.
While many students opt for the specialisation of a Major to focus
their studies, there are a significant number of students that opt for
a generalist degree. Those wishing to focus on economic history or
more qualitative studies are best served by this option.
Similarly, be sure to look for complimentary non-economics subjects
to compliment your studies. Should you find yourself with a number
of general electives up your sleeves, we recommend you look at subjects such as POLS2401.

Honours
Honours is an additional year of study for high achieving students,
which incorporates advanced coursework and thesis.
To be eligible for honours, students must complete the Bachelor of
Economics with a cumulative GPA of 5.5+ and complete a set of
prerequisite courses depending on the field you choose (economics
or econometrics).You must also achieve a 5 or higher in these prerequisite subjects, which includes ECON1050.

A majority of these prerequisite subjects will be taken after your first
year but you can look up these subjects on the Economics Honours
program on www.uq.edu.au/study. Visit the School of Economics
website at www.uq.edu.au/economics for more information.
The UQ School of Economics has a world leading Honours program.
Many students have gone on to successful careers with renowned institutions, including the Reserve Bank and the Commonwealth Treasury. The program is not for the faint hearted. UQ Honours students
made up the majority of the Reserve Bank’s 2011 Graduate intake.

The First Year Cruise
While it’s easy to dismiss first year university as a walk in the park,
it’s important to keep in mind that your grades will continue with
you throughout your degree. Grades from your first year are often
the lowest and this can impact on opportunities such as Honours or
tutoring.
Many of us are guilty of writing-off our first year of university thanks
to the juggling act of work, life and play. We can’t stress enough the
importance of keeping one eye open to ensure that your following
years on campus go smoothly.

RESOURCES
Where can I find a list of prescribed textbooks?
Prescribed texts are published in the ‘Learning Resources’ section
of the Course Profile for each subject. Electronic Course Profiles
(ECP’s) are found via Blackboard or the University’s course search
function.
It’s common for a course to have one required text and several recommended texts, which may be of varying usefulness throughout the
semester. If this is the case, you will usually only need to purchase the
required text and can rely on the library to get sufficient access to the
various recommended texts.

Before going out to buy your textbooks…
It’s highly recommended that you wait until you have completed your
first lecture before you go out and purchase textbooks or alternatively,
contact your lecturer beforehand and check which texts are necessary
to buy.
Textbooks are expensive and it may be that some of the recommended
texts will only be used for a small section of the course or be provided
in handouts. Also, remember that all textbooks in the course profile
should be available in the library so borrowing them is another option if
you only need them for a small section of the course. The Social Science
and Humanities (SS&H) Library’s High Use Section will house many
of these texts, which are available for photocopying or short-term loan.

If you plan on borrowing out textbooks make sure you get in early,
as they tend to disappear, particularly in the lead up to exams.
We’re obliged to point out that photocopying substantial sections of
textbooks is in breach of copyright legislation. Lecturers prescribing chapters from non-compulsory texts should provide copies via
Blackboard. Finally, it may be possible to use older editions of the
required and recommended texts. Changes between editions tend
to be largely cosmetic (chapter ordering, graphics).

Similarly, many texts are published in editions according to their region of print. Texts such as the macroeconomic classic “Principles of
Macroeconomics” are published in over 10 regional varieties. Check
with your lecturer first before purchasing a text that is a different edition to the prescribed one.
The Co-Op Bookshop
The Co-Op Bookshop is located on the St Lucia Campus close to the
Union Complex on Staff House Rd, next to the newsagency. It stocks
required textbooks for all courses taught at the university. While this
is the most expensive of the three options, it is probably also the most
popular and long lines are not uncommon in the first week or two of
semester. The bookshop offers lifetime membership for a small fee
that allows students to purchase books for less than the RRP. The
fee is usually outweighed by the discounts you get after a semester’s
worth of textbooks.

The bookshop also houses Print on Demand (POD), a self-serve
printing facility which also provides assisted copying, binding and
large printing services. The other alternative to printing/copying is
the Print Shop in the Union Complex behind Commonwealth Bank.
If your course prescribes a ‘reader’ or ‘course notes’, they will be sold
from one of these two shops.
QU Books
QU Books is located at 9/39 Campbell St Toowong, a short drive from
the St Lucia Campus. Textbooks are consistently cheaper at QU and
additional discounts are available for holders of student society cards,
like the UQES Card. You can generally find any book you need for
your courses and orders are taken for out of stock and non-stocked
publications. While not located on the St Lucia Campus, they deliver
free within South East Queensland for orders over $50.

UQ Union Secondhand Bookshop
The Secondhand Bookshop is located next to the lolly shop in the
Union Complex. It’s possible to find significantly discounted used
textbooks here but make sure you check with your lecturer as to
whether you can use them for the course before purchasing, as they
may be outdated. The bookshop tends to be limited in range but it is
usually quite easy to get the recommended texts for large, compulsory economics courses.
You can also place your unwanted books here to sell, but be warned,
the bookshop reserves the right to set its own price and takes almost
a quarter of the price as commission. The positive here is that you can
put your feet up and let the cash makes its way back to you.

Private Markets
By using some common sense, some old fashioned schoolyard trading and technology, there are many other cheaper and effective ways
to secure a textbook for the semester.
If you have a friend or sibling who has recently completed the subject,
you have a winner. Not only can you loan (hopefully for free) or buy
at a reasonable price, but you also gain their wisdom of what to expect. Not to mention a great set of notes if they’re generous.
A number of students sell their used textbooks using the noticeboards
around the bottom floor of the Colin Clark Building (39) and around
the ground floor of General Purpose North 3 (39A).

An increasing number of students are turning to the internet to sell
their books to maximise their return. Two of the most popular websites are www.textbookexchange.com.au and www.youni.me.

STUDY
Can I attend different Lectures/Tutorials?
We recommend that you attend the lectures and tutorials you are
signed on for. While there is more flexibility with lectures and varying
degrees of flexibility with tutorials, consistency in tutorial attendance
will help you meet more students and develop a stronger relationship
with your tutor.
Here are a few words of advice:

Tutorials
-Generally less flexible than lectures and will depend on the
tutor.
-If assessment is dependent on your attendance (such as
ECON1020), then you must attend the tute you signed onto. You
can contact course administrators by emailing the course code (e.g.
econ1010@uq.edu.au for ECON1010, econ1310@uq.edu.au for
ECON1310 etc.) if you need to change your tutorial time or for
other general administrative matters.
-If you find a good tutor, try to stay in that timeslot because
part of the benefits of tutorials is building a rapport with your tutor so you feel more comfortable asking questions and approaching
them if you need extra assistance.
Lectures

-Lectures are usually full in the first few weeks of semester so
as a precaution, only attend the lecture you signed onto during that
time.
-If the lecture is consistently full and everybody cannot be accommodated, it is possible that the lecturer will bring a roll (although this is rare). Most lecturers are cool and almost all wouldn’t
go through the trouble of bringing a roll, let alone roll calling.
-Students are not permitted to sit in aisles or walkways of lecture theatres – lecturers are known to refuse entry to late students
and to evict those clogging paths.
-Lecturers also reserve the right to publically humiliate you if
you’re late to class. Remember not to make a fuss when running late
and make your way to the closest seat as quickly as possible.
-For those courses with in-lecture assessment such as
ECON2020, you must sit the assessment in the lecture you are
signed onto.

How much time should I commit to study?
The University operates on the basis that a standard course, 2 Units,
requires at least 10 hours of study per week. While this is something
of a ballpark figure, you should endeavour to keep up with readings
and exercises and ensure that you have covered the set work before
lectures and tutorials.
The University defines ‘full time study’ as a course load of 3 or more
subjects. Remember to keep this in mind as many lose access to payments such as Youth Allowance should your study load slip below
this.

Preparation and study for reading-intensive courses, such as
ECON2100, should not be ignored. Courses can have readers with
hundreds of pages of articles and commentaries so rote learning during exam block is not recommended.
While study is often far from exhilarating, don’t discount the benefits
of keeping up with more general financial matters. Keeping a tab on
the current economic climate by reading the AFR and websites such
as Business Spectator are invaluable and will inevitably benefit you
during long-form exam questions.

Lecture Recordings
Many lectures, particularly for compulsory subjects with large
cohorts, are recorded and put up on Echo360. Echo360, which is
accessible via Blackboard, allows you to view the lecture at any time
after it is recorded. It is not recommended that you use Echo360 as
a substitute for attending lectures, as not all aspects of the lecture
are recorded.
In the rare case that lectures are not recorded, you will need to ask
the permission of the individual lecturer before, or at the first lecture if you wish to record the lecture.

What is P.A.S.S?
P.A.S.S stands for Peer Assisted Study Session. PASS is held
for ECON1010, ECON1020, ECON1310, ECON1320 and
ECON1050.
PASS sessions are made up of classes roughly the size of tutorials and
are led by students further into their degrees that have done well in
their respective courses. PASS sessions are structured in a more informal manner than tutorials and leaders will teach the subject in an
interactive fashion, which in turn helps you to grasp concepts quicker. Sessions usually start with a quick review of important concepts
and diagrams from the lectures.

The leaders will then work through questions from the PASS workbook using the content reviewed at the start of the session. The workbook is a collation of previous exam questions and good practice
questions, so it’s definitely worth having a look at them even if you
miss a PASS session.
Every week, one leader attends the lecture and summarises it into a
revision sheet, which is then handed out to every student attending
PASS. Summary sheets are not posted online, so attending sessions
is the only way to get your hands on them.

Finally, PASS leaders put together their own practice exam at the end
of each semester, which is very helpful in anticipating the types of
questions you may receive in your actual final exam.
Students who attend PASS do statistically better than those who do
not – so it is highly recommended that you attend!
PASS normally starts in week three and lags behind lectures and tutorials in terms of the content covered. This means it is a great way
to revise what you have already covered in tutes and embed things in
your long-term memory or seek help for those troublesome concepts
you haven’t got a handle on yet.

EXAMS
Do Past Exams
Past exams can be the most useful tools in preparing yourself for the
actual exam. Not only do they give you an understanding of the types
of questions that will be asked and the amount of time necessary to
complete the exam, some exam questions , particularly if you go back
several years, are recycled. You should not go into your exam without
doing at least one past exam.
However, never assume that this year’s test will be a carbon copy of
a previous year. Don’t be afraid of asking your Lecturer or Tutor for
past answer keys or criteria for essay questions. This will provide you
with a greater understanding of why the answer to the question is so
and how it can be derived.

Likewise, students can often have the right answer but fail a question
for not providing the correct reasoning or deduction for arriving at it.
Students often fall into the trap of assuming that a course’s assessment will remain the same, regardless of changes to the staff taking the course. Each Lecturer has their own idiosyncrasies when it
comes to presenting classes and setting assessment.

Do tutorial questions
Tutorial questions are usually indicative of exam questions and, like
past exam questions, may be copied almost identically from the tutorial to the exam. This, combined with PASS summary sheets and
practice exams, will give you a fairly good idea of what you need to
know in first year exams.
Go to Consultations
Tutors are available every week for one-on-one help with anything
related to your courses. Especially in the lead up to exams, consultations are packed with students who ask all sorts of questions (most
likely similar to your own) and can help fill your own gaps of knowledge in the course.

What if I miss an exam?
If you miss or cannot complete an exam due to medical grounds or
another reasonable ground, then you may be eligible for a Special
Exam. Applications must be submitted no later than five (5) calendar
days after the date the original examination was held and you require
supporting documentation, such as a medical certificate.
A special exam is in the same style and has the same weighting as the
normal exam and so, differs from supplementary exams, which may
assess different content to the normal exam.

What if I fail an exam?
If you fail a course (generally no less than a grade of three), you may
be permitted a “second chance” to pass the course by being granted
a Supplementary Assessment. Supplementary assessment will be
granted only where the General Award Rules and your Program
Rules allow. Official rules can be found under the Program Rules
and Requirements link for each program on the Programs and
Courses website at www.uq.edu.au/study.

If you apply for and are granted supplementary assessment in a
course, the assessment might involve an examination or another
type of assessment. Generally you will be required to make a formal
application for a supplementary assessment. This application must
be made within five (5) calendar days of the release of results. Online applications can be submitted and progress tracked via mySInet.

ASSESSMENT
Read the stimulus and marking guide
While this may seem obvious, it is one of the most common mistakes
made by students when writing their assignments. Make sure you
read over the assessment material several times and if you are unsure
of any aspect of it, ask you lecturer for further clarification.
Cite Your Sources
Citing your work is a lot more important at university than in high
school. If you do not properly cite work that you have copied from
other sources, then you may be accused of plagiarism which can result in expulsion from university. Most economics assignments use
the Harvard Style Referencing Guidelines, although some lecturers
give students a choice of academic referencing styles.
Furthermore, while Wikipedia may be a great source of information,
particularly when you are starting on an assignment, NEVER cite
Wikipedia in a university assignment. At most, use it as a starting
point to access academically credible sources.
Mind Your Language
While the writing style in economics is more informal than in other
subjects, such as laws, it is still generally a lot more formal than in
high school. Do not use colloquialisms, sexist or prejudiced language and do not refer to yourself excessively.
Talk to your Lecturer / Tutor
It is a good idea to speak to your lecturer/tutor at least once before
handing in your assignment. While lecturers have a lot less interaction
with students than high school teachers, they are still happy to assist
you, particularly if you see them during their consultation hours or
before or after lectures. Tutors are there to help you learn and understand the subject at hand and therefore should be utilised especially
during consultation hours.
While lecturers will generally not read over whole assignment drafts,
they will usually be willing to let you know if you are heading in the
right direction and on how you should structure it generally.

Can I get an extension?
Extensions are generally given at the discretion of the lecturer. You
are far less likely to be able to get an extension for a subject with a
large cohort than for an elective subject with a small cohort. Your
chance of success also depends on the nature of the lecturer, what
other assessment they may be dealing with and the nature of your
reason for wanting an extension.
It is better to ask early than late, you should not be emailing your lecturer the day before the assignment is due. Finally, be aware that there
are specified penalties for handing in an assignment late, whether that
is five minutes or five days late. There is always a rush to the BEL
Faculty Resource Centre at around 3:30pm in the afternoon so it is
recommended that you get in early, just to be safe.
Assessment feedback
After your assignment has been marked and the results have been
released you are generally able to collect it and read what the
marker has written. Often, due to time restraints, the marker will
not elaborate on what can be improved so it may be helpful to see
the lecturer for more information. While lecturers will occasionally
schedule time for this to happen, it is far more common that you
will have to contact the lecturer yourself and arrange a time to meet
to discuss your results.

General feedback about assignments is often given on the Blackboard website.
Feedback on exams is usually provided in feedback sessions held
after the special and supplementary exams have been held. While
the number of feedback sessions varies depending on the size of the
course, there is usually more than one. If there is no scheduled feedback session or you would like further information, you can arrange
to meet with your lecturer. Remember, markers do occasionally
make errors when marking so it is recommended that you view your
exams unless you are entirely happy with your mark.

GETTING TO UQ
Buses
There are many ways to get to UQ and if you live in the right areas,
you can avoid peak hour traffic and congestion in the city. For more
specific information, go to www.translink.com.au. The most common routes to UQ are:
Catch a train to Park Road Railway Station › Catch a bus from Boggo
Road Busway Station to UQ Lakes
Catch a train to Toowong Railway Station › Cross the overpass and
catch a 412 bus to UQ Chancellor’s Place

If you live along these routes, you can catch one bus straight to UQ
Lakes
------

209 – Carindale to UQ
169 – Eight Mile Plains to UQ
139 – Sunnybank Hills to UQ
29 – Woolloongabba to UQ
A number of routes (414, 427, 428) service the Indooroopilly/St
Lucia area

If none of the above are convenient for you, you can catch your own
method of transport to the Brisbane CBD and catch one of the frequent buses to UQ running from Stop 16 at the top of Adelaide St
(towards the Brisbane River). You can catch either the…
-- 109 – Through the Eastern Busway to UQ Lakes or
-- 412 – Travelling along Coronation Drive to UQ Chancellor’s
Place

Boat
UQ also has a ferry terminal serviced by City Cats which you can
catch from any of the terminals along the Brisbane River. Whilst it is
not the quickest method, it is the most scenic route if you’re really
into your boating.
For those of you with your own boat and fancy sailing to Uni, we suggest you get in touch with UQ Rowing to discuss moarings. Whilst
we doubt the likelihood of this occurring, stranger things have happened on campus. For those comfortable with the waters, we suggest
looking no further than the Great Brisbane Boat Float as the perfect
way of combining the Uni lifestyle with sailing.
Bicycle
Cycling to UQ is a breeze. From the north, take either the Bicentennial
Bikeway along Coronation Drve or via Highgate Hill and the Schonell
Bridge for the more inclined. From the south, the Corso and St Lucia
golf club paths provide smooth, flat riding.
UQ has numerous bike racks across campus as well as a number of lockers and change room facilities. For BEL students, the closest lockers are
located within the Human Movement Studies Building (26B) opposite
the tennis centre. Students can gain access by activating their ID cards
at security. For more info see: http://www.pf.uq.edu.au/cycling/storage.
html.
Driving to UQ
If public transport is not for you, then you can brave the traffic and drive
to UQ. While this is usually simpler and easier than catching public
transport, once you arrive at St Lucia, you face the additional challenge
of parking (www.pf.uq.edu.au/parking).
Parking at UQ is administered by ‘Pay and Display’ tickets and you
must have the correct change to pay for your parking. Not paying for
parking will cost you a $50 fine. Parking in a restricted zone will cost
you more. Also, parking in the streets surrounding the St Lucia campus
is reserved for residents within university hours and is enforced by Brisbane City Council officers.

Where to Park?
Most students exercise the ‘all day’ parking for a flat $3 fee. Parking
locations are visible on the UQ map but the most common places are
-The Keith Street car park, the big bitumen carpark on your
left as you drive along Sir Fred Schonell Drive. Colloquially known
as the ‘Dustbowl’ as it was unsealed dirt only a few years ago.
Finding a Spot
-Sports carpark. Across the road from the athletics track
-Kerbside parking along the river on Sir William Macgregor 		
		
Dr.
Within the first 3 weeks of university, you will be lucky to get a casual
parking space if you arrive after 8:45am. As the semester wears on, you
can try your luck as that deadline starts to edge closer to 9am. After
9am, there will only be a few casual parks left on the whole campus and
is not worth the effort if you have a class to catch. Spots start to open up
around 2pm as people leave.
If you can’t find a regular park after 9am, you can park in:
The multi-storey carparks on your right as you drive up Sir 		
Fred Schonell Dr. (across the road from the Dustbowl).

These parks don’t fill up until between 10 and 10:30am, sometimes
later as the semester wears on. These parks cost $5 instead of $3 but
are relatively closer to classes and are undercover. The first two levels are
reserved but levels 3 and above can be used for casual parking.
These spots are called long-term (purple) and short-term (yellow)
zones and are generally never full as people come and go. Purple zones
are $1.50 per hour and Yellow zones are $3.00 per hour (90 min maximum). The most common places are
-

Below the UQ Centre (purple)
Blair Drive (purple)
Outside the Biological Sciences Library (purple)
Outside Forgan Smith Building on University Drive (yellow)

FAQ
I don’t know where my class is, where can I find out?
When you are logged into mySI-net, click on ‘Timetable’ and then
‘Timetable Home Page’ option within the menu bar located on the
left hand side. Click on ‘Classes List View’ and you can print out
a PDF file of your timetable on the bottom. Clicking the Building
number on this page will bring up a map of UQ, upon which a red
circle will be around the building.
There is also an app for Android and iPhones called UQ Nav which
you can download to help you find your way around campus. There
are also maps situated around the campus.
Which library should I be going to?
For undergraduate economics students, the Social Sciences and Humanities Library (SS&H) at the Eastern end of the Forgan Smith Building. The main entrance to the Library is from Campbell Road into Level
1 of the Library, Duhig Building (Building 2). There is another entrance
from the Great Court, next to the Merlo cafe into Level 2 of the Library,
Duhig Building. The library is open from 8am-8pm on weekdays and
9am-5pm on weekends.
Alternatively, the Biological Sciences Library is open 24 hours, every
day during the semester. There is plenty of space to study, however, you
will struggle to find a seat in the weeks leading up to finals.

Coffee?
Craving a coffee hit? There are coffee shops scattered around the
St Lucia campus that are there to address the needs of caffeine-deficient students. We particularly enjoy our coffees from Merlo near
the Social Sciences Library, Mr. Bean’s in the union refectory, and
the BEL Rooftop Cafe in Colin Clark.

Where is the best place to take a nap?
Unlike nightclubs and police stations, UQ does not discriminate
against people who wish to sleep on the premises.
Many people like to sit against a tree on the Great Court, put on sunglasses and pretend to read whilst taking a nap. Don’t worry about
those pesky bush turkeys or ibis who may wake you up, they’re just
there for your food.
Alternatively, make friends with someone at college and go visit them
if you are in dire straits!

