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WELCOME
First Year Economics students,
Congratulations! You’ve it this far and are about to embark on a rewarding and successful journey
at one of Australia’s top universities. The University of Queensland is renowned for one of the best
Economics schools in the nation, and you are now part of cohort widely regarded as one whose
results and qualities remain highly valued in the industry. From all of us here at the University of
Queensland Economics Society, welcome! It’s our job to do everything in our power to ensure that
your first foray into university life is smooth and stress free, by bridging the gap between the
academic world and university life.
Although you’ve probably had your first signon and have probably had a look around
Blackboard, we know how confusing it can be (you often feel as if you’ve been thrown into the
deep end when trying to navigate mySI-net) and are here to help you deal with course codes,
coffee lines, numbered buildings and independent study. This Guide is here to give you a leg up
and help you hit the ground running with our handy tips about campus life.
UQ is not just about your scheduled classes; university life offers so much more. There is a
wonderful culture at UQ – thousands of clubs and societies, over a hundred years of history, and
endless resources there to help you be the best that you can be. You have probably heard people
say that their university years were the best time of their lives, and we are sure that you will find
this at UQ.
The UQ Economics Society is thrilled to play a part in campus life, and also a role in your time as
a student. Last year the UQES celebrated its 25th anniversary with a hugely successful year, and
we are excited to bring you even more this year. Look out for our insanely useful publications,
events that bring together like minded, enthusiastic Economics students like yourself, and
networking functions that forge connections between university and those ‘real world’ employers,
companies and organisations to prepare you for the transition from study to work. The UQES is
proud to be a fantastic support system for our members.
From all of us at the UQES, welcome once more to UQ, and we wish you all the best with your
first steps into your degree!
Marko, Nic and Eloise
President, Vice President and First Year Officer 2014.
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ABOUT UQES
The University of Queensland Economics Society (UQES) is a dynamic student organisation which
aims to enrich the university life of its members by providing opportunities for professional
development and social interaction in economics and related fields. These goals are achieved
through various events and initiatives designed to create value for both our members and
sponsors.
Founded in October 1988, the UQES has served the economics community for over 25 years and
is the only society for economics students at the University of Queensland. The UQES provides
professional development opportunities to help bridge the gap between the corporate community
and the UQ student body. This provides members with true ‘real world’ exposure and allows our
sponsors to promote their organization and interact with students who will soon be entering the
professional environment.

Events
The UQES runs numerous social functions each year to help strengthen bonds between students
and build relationships with the BEL faculty (Business, Economics and Law). The UQES believe in
building a vibrant, inclusive and supportive community to improve the university experience for the
10,000 Business, Economics and Law students at the University of Queensland. Our key events in
this area are our beginning and end of semester socials which provide an informal opportunity for
our members to network and meet other students, who will be the familiar faces seen throughout
the course of study. We also participate in the UQ Sport interfaculty sporting competitions each
semester.

Publications
The UQES releases a number of corporate and social publications each year. These publications
are designed to help Economics students plan their degree(s) and assist in the transition from High
School to University and from University to the corporate world. For more information on our
publications for 2014 please visit our publications section.
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ABOUT UQES
Executive
The UQES Executive oversees the day to day administration of the society. Elected in Semester 2 of
the preceding year, the Executive are a stunningly attractive collection of some of UQ’s finest
economics students (or at least, that’s what they like to think). When they are not busy breaking
hearts or tearing up the dance floor at Fridays, they are busy organising social and professional
events as well as putting your essays and papers to print in our publications.
They’re really not that scary - so come and introduce yourself! The full list of the 2014 executive is
available on the UQES website.

UQES Sport
UQES participates in a number of sporting competitions affiliated with the University and UQ
Union, fielding a number of teams in mixed netball, touch football, TRL, football (indoor and five-aside) and cricket.
This year, the UQES is looking to field a number of First Year teams! If you would like to be
involved in any of our sports teams, please contact Jason Wang at j.wang@uqes.com.au or
sports@uqes.com.au. The UQES will also hold a weekly running club and fields a team in the
Bridge to Brisbane run – stay tuned to the UQES Facebook page for more details once semester
gets underway.

If we have failed to mention something or haven’t quite explained ourselves, feel free to forward
your questions through to questions@uqes.com.au.
For any general questions about your first year at UQ (subject selections, where to find good
coffee, etc.) or anything to do with the contents of this FirstYear Guide, don’t hesitate to contact
Eloise Jolly at firstyear@uqes.com.au or e.jolly@uqes.com.au
3

EVENTS
Launch Party – Semesters One and Two
Held during the first week of university each semester, the UQES jointly hosts a party at one of our
sponsor’s venues to kick off the semester (and say farewell to the long holiday sleep in). Dust off
the holiday cobwebs and join us for drinks and stunning company. The night is great opportunity
to meet other UQES members as well as members of a number of other BEL societies. Keep an eye
on our Facebook wall for details closer to the date.

First Year Dinner – Semesters One and Two
By week three you are finally settling into the groove of university and you’re probably thinking it’s
about time you meet other Economics students outside of the classroom. Come along for dinner
and meet your fellow first year students and lecturers, as well as older students and members of
the UQES Executive. To boot, PASS classes start in week two and three and this is a great chance
to meet your tutors.

Careers and Cocktails – Semester One
One of UQES’s major networking events, the mid-semester function provides a great chance to
meet our sponsors and network with HR representatives from a number of firms. The night is a
fantastic opportunity to talk to our sponsors and find out more about potential careers for
economics, commerce and business graduates. Normally falling just before Vacation and
Graduate recruitment deadlines, it also provides a great opportunity to pick the brains of HR
representatives on interview processes and graduate experiences.
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EVENTS
Formal Dinner – Semester Two
Who doesn’t enjoy getting dressed up and looking awesome? The UQES formal dinner in
Semester Two, with a dinner and drinks package, is a night to look amazing. But given we are all
about surplus maximizing, it’s also an excellent opportunity to network with representatives from
our corporate sponsors attending the evening’s festivities.

Lawn Sports Association – Semesters One and Two
UQES’s signature sporting event occurs once each semester to mark the beginning of exam block
– we promise a bit of fresh air and (kind of) exercise makes studying easier. Lawn bowls, croquet,
mini-golf – if it utilises turf and requires minimal effort to play, there’s a fair chance that we’ll have
a go at it. Join us for a few Sunday afternoon drinks and try your luck against the Executive.
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UQES redE CARD 2014
The UQES redE card gives its owner access to special discounts,
offers or express/free entry to various restaurants, entertainment
venues, clubs, bars, retail stores and other establishments around
Brisbane.
The card also provides you with UQES membership and gets you
a nice discount when purchasing tickets to all our events.
The 2014 redE card will be available during O-week market
days – come and see the UQES team at our stall and grab
yourself membership.
Don’t worry if you can’t make it during O-Week – you can email
Rachael Stowasser at secretary@uqes.com.au or
r.stowasser@uqes.com.au to arrange a time to purchase your
membership.
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GETTING DOWN TO
BUSINESS
How many courses/subjects should I do?
Four subjects a semester is considered the standard full-time course load. Many students,
particularly those undertaking dual degrees, may take five courses a semester at some point in
their degree. In a student’s first semester of study, university enrolment rules stipulate that four
courses is the maximum number of courses that may be taken. After a student’s first semester of
study, a student may enroll in five courses if their GPA in the previous semester exceeded 4.5.
The University still considers three courses per semester a full-time study load, but be aware that
less than three subjects is considered part-time study by the University and as such this may impact
a student’s eligibility for student concession cards, or Centrelink payments.

What subjects should I do?
All economics students should, at some stage in their first year of study, take the following courses:
•
•
•
•

ECON1010
ECON1020
ECON1050
ECON1310

Introductory Microeconomics
Introductory Macroeconomics
Tools of Economic Analysis
Quantitative Economics and Business Analysis A (‘Stats A’)

These courses should be undertaken in the first year of study as they are common prerequisites for
higher level courses. Many current Economics students will also recommend undertaking
ECON1320 Quantitative Economics and Business Analysis B (‘Stats B’). Due to a change in the
structure of the BEcon in 2010, Stats B is no longer compulsory, but is very useful to complete as
an elective before undertaking ECON2300 Introductory Econometrics, particularly if students are
not confident with statistics.
If you are a student undertaking a dual degree (such as Economics/Laws), then it may not be
possible for you to undertake all four subjects in your first year. Second year economics study
relies heavily on ECON1010 and 1020 as assumed knowledge and as perquisites, so it is
recommended to leave ECON1310 or ECON1050 for your second year. You may prefer to see
an Academic Advisor to help you make your decision but as an indication, second year
economics relies on ECON1050 more than ECON1310, and it may be more useful for those
without a strong mathematical background to take ECON1050 first. If you are considering a
Quantitative Analysis background then it may be beneficial for you to take ECON1310 first.
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GETTING DOWN TO
BUSINESS
Planning your degree
All this talk about ‘units’ and compulsory groups confusing? Both UQ and the BEL faculty provide
program plans on their websites to help you plan out your degree so you know how many subjects
to do and when you should do them.
Single Program Plans: www.bel.uq.ed.au/program-plans
Dual Program Plans: www.uq.edu.au/myadvisor/dual-program-plans
While it’s a good idea to follow these programs if you can, don’t be worried if you diverge from
the pan. Many things can affect your program such as the UQ Abroad student exchange, or
transferring degrees. Remember that if you are concerned you can contact an Academic Advisor.

Choosing and Planning a Major
Completing a major in your Economics degree can require careful planning as subject selection
must adhere with your degree’s rules and requirements. Dual program students have less of a need
to identify a preferred major as there is a number of prerequisite courses to complete in first year.
For students studying a single Economics degree, you should try to start planning after your first
semester. There are checklists available at www.bel.uq.edu.au/grad-checks, in conjunction with
the course list for the Bachelor of Economics on www.uq.edu.au/study. When you’re planning,
make sure you check the information is for your appropriate ‘year’, which is the year you
commenced your degree.
It is also not compulsory to pick a major for your degree. Many students choose to specialize so
they can focus their studies, but a significant number also opt for a generalist degree. If your
interest is more in economic history or qualitative studies, your interests will be best served by this
option.
General electives are also available and there are a number of complimentary non-economics
subjects. Subjects such as POLS2401 are often taken by Economics students.
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GETTING DOWN TO
BUSINESS
Honours
High achieving students may also consider the Economics Honours program, which is an
additional year of study incorporating advanced coursework and thesis. To be eligible for this
program, students must complete the Bachelor of Economics with a cumulative GPA of 5.5 or
above, and complete a set of prerequisite courses depending on your chosen field (economics or
econometrics), with at least a 5 or higher in each of these prerequisite courses.
Most of these prerequisite subjects will be taken after first year but you can look up these subjects
on the Economics Honours program at www.uq.edu.au/study. The School of Economics website
(www.uq.edu.au/economics) can also provide more information.
The UQ School of Economics has a world leading Honours program. Students who complete it go
onto successful careers at renowned institutions, including the Reserve Bank of Australia, and the
Commonwealth Treasury.

First Year Folly
While it’s easy to dismiss first year university as a walk in the park, remember that your grades
will continue with you throughout your degree and can have lasting consequences for your later
studies. First year results are often the lowest, and can impact on wonderful opportunities like the
Honours program, or tutoring. First year study is often written off while students adjust to post
school education, and juggle work, study, and family commitments (with a fair bit of fun added in
there too). It’s very important to keep one eye open to ensure your year goes as planned!
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RESOURCES
Textbooks
Prescribed texts are published in the Learning Resources tab of the Course Profile for each subject.
You can find this by looking up the Electronic Course Profile (ECP) on Blackboard or the
University’s course search function.
Note that many courses may have one required text, and several recommended texts. These
recommended texts may be of varying usefulness throughout semester but generally, you can rely
on the library for sufficient access to them and you will only need to purchase the required text.
Before you go out to buy your textbooks, work out which ones are necessary to buy. Textbooks are
very expensive and it may be the case that some of the recommended texts will only be useful for
a small section of the course, or may be available in handouts. Textbooks in the course profile
should be available for borrowing from the Social Science and Humanities Library (SS&H) High
Use Section (be aware that these are available for short term loan or photocopying, not extended
loans).
I t i s h i g h l y re com m e n d e d th a t you wa i t u n ti l you h a ve com p l e te d you r fi rs t l e ctu re b e fore you g o
ou t a n d p u rch a s e te xtb ooks , or, i f you wa n t to p u rch a s e b e fore th e fi rs t we e k of cl a s s e s , con ta ct
you r l e ctu re r a n d ch e ck wh i ch on e s wi l l b e n e ce s s a ry to p u rch a s e .

If you have decided to borrow textbooks, make sure you
get in early (and if they are unavailable, get on the
waiting list), as they tend to disappear, particularly in the
lead up toe exams. Be aware that photocopying
substantial sections of textbooks is in breach of copyright
legislation. Lecturers who prescribe chapters from noncompulsory textbooks should provide copies on
Blackboard.
As a final point, it may be possible for you to use older
editions of the required and recommended texts (which
will be cheaper to purchase). Changes between the
editions tend to be largely cosmetic, such as chapter
ordering or graphics. If your lecturer highlights a large
change however, it may be best to purchase the latest
edition. Similarly, many texts are published in different
editions according to their region of print. For example,
“Principles of Macroeconomics” is published in over 10
different regional varieties. Check with your lecturer
before purchasing a text of a different edition to the
prescribed one.
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RESOURCES
Where from?
Co-Op Bookshop
The Co-Op is located on the St Lucia Campus, close to the Union Complex on Staff House Rod,
near the newsagency and café ‘Wordsmiths’. It stocks required textbooks for all courses taught at
the university. While this is the most expensive of your options, it is the most popular and long lines
are common in the first week or two of semester. An added bonus of the Co-Op is they offer
lifetime membership for a small fee, that will allow students to purchase books for less than the
RRP. This small fee is easily outweighed by the discounts you get after a semester’s worth of books.
The bookshop also houses Print on Demand (POD), a self-serve printing facility which also
provides assisted copying, binding and large printing services. The other alternative to
printing/copying is the Print Shop in the Union Complex behind Commonwealth Bank. If your
course prescribes a ‘reader’ or ‘course notes’, they will be sold from one of these two shops.

QU Books
QU Books is located only a short drive from the St Lucia campus at 9/39 Campbell Street,
Toowong. Textbooks here are generally cheaper and additional discounts are available for holders
of student society cards. Most books you will need for your courses can be found here and orders
can be made for out of stock or non-stocked publications. Although they are not on the St Lucia
campus, deliveries within South East Queensland are free for orders over $50.
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RESOURCES
UQ Union Secondhand Bookshop
The Secondhand Bookshop is located next to the lolly shop in the Union Complex. You can find
significantly discounted used textbooks here (discounted according to their age and condition) but
make sure you check with your lecturer as to whether or not you can use them for the course
before purchasing, as they may be outdated. The bookshop tends to be limited in range but it is
usually quite easy to get the recommended texts for large, compulsory economics courses which
may have over a thousand students per semester.
You can also place unwanted textbooks here to sell, but be aware that the bookshop reserves the
right to set its own price and takes almost a quarter of the price as a commission. The positive is
that you can relax and let the cash make its way to you.
Private Markets
If you have siblings or friends who have recently completed a course, you could ask them very
nicely to borrow their textbook (hopefully for free or a reasonable price). It’s a great idea to also
have a chat to them about what to expect in the course. If they’re generous maybe they’ll throw in
their notes as well…
Some students also sell their texts using the noticeboard around the bottom floor of Colin Clark
building (39) and around the ground floor of General Purpose North 3 (39A).
Some enterprising students may also use the internet to maximize their return. Two popular
websites you might wish to use are www.textbookexchange.com.au and www.youni.me
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STUDY
We recommend that you attend lectures and tutorials that you are signed on for. While lectures
generally have more flexibility than tutorials, consistency in attendance will help you meet more
students and develop stronger relationships with your tutor. Here are some of our tips:

Tutorials
Tutorials are generally less flexible than lectures and will depend on individual tutors. This is partly
due to safety requirements given the size of the room. If assessment is dependent on your
attendance, you have to attend the tute you signed onto to receive your attendance mark. If you
are unable to attend that time slot, you can contact course administrators by emailing the course
code (such as econ1010@uq.ed.au for ECON1010, econ1020@uq.edu.au for ECON1020 etc.)
to arrange a change in tutorial time or for other general administrative matters. This can also be
done through the signon page on mySI-net.
If you do find a good tutor, try and stay in that timeslot because one of the benefits of the smaller
class size in tutorials is building a rapport with your tutor so you feel more comfortable asking
questions and approaching them if you need assistance.

Lectures
Lectures are really as full as they are going to be in the first few weeks of semester. We suggest
during this time to only attend the lecture you signed onto. If the lecture is consistently full and
everybody cannot be accommodated, it is possible that the lecturer will bring a roll (although this
is rare). Most lecturers wouldn’t go through all the trouble of bringing a roll, let alone calling it for
what can be hundreds of students.
Students are not permitted to sit in the aisles or walkways of lecture theatres as it presents a safety
hazard. Lecturers may refuse entry to late comers and to evict those clogging paths, so try to be
early to your lectures.
If you’re late to class, try to be unobtrusive and make your way to the closest seat quietly and as
soon as possible, or you may find yourself picked out by the lecturer. Lecturers also reserve the
right to publicly humiliate you if you are being disruptive and talking to friends throughout the
lecture.
If your course has assessment in the lecture time, it is important that you attend the lecture you are
signed onto.
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STUDY
Study time
The University operates on the basis that 10 hours of study a week is required for a standard, two
unit course. This means if you attend a two hour lecture and a one hour tutorial, the University
believes the extra seven hours of study will be completed by you on your own time. This is a
ballpark figure, but you should endeavor to keep up with readings and exercises and ensure that
you have covered set work for lectures and tutorials.
While at the start of semester, exams can seem far away, don’t ignore study for reading intensive
courses because it will build up and can seem impossible to study during exam block. Courses can
have readers with hundreds of pages assigned and so rote learning in exam block is difficult and
not recommended. We know that study is not really your first choice of things to be doing, but
don’t discount the benefits even of keeping up to date with general financial and economic
matters. Keeping a tab on the current economic climate by reading the AFR and websites such as
the Business Spectator are invaluable and the general knowledge will inevitability benefit you
during extended response exam questions. Try and think about the economic principles behind
reports you hear on the evening news.

Lecture recordings
Many lectures, particularly those for compulsory subjects with large cohorts, are recorded and put
up on Echo360. Echo360 is accessible via Blackboard and allows you to view the lecture online
after it is recorded. However, don’t think that it is a substitute for attending lectures as often not all
aspects are recorded.
If the lecture is not recorded, you will need to seek the permission of the individual lecturer if you
wish to record the lecture for your own purposes.
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PASS
PASS stands for Peer Assisted Study Session, and are classes run for ECON1010, ECON1020,
ECON1310, ECON1320 and ECON1050.
The sessions are made up of classes that are roughly the size of tutorials, and are led by students
who have recently done well in the respective courses. PASS is structured in a more informal
manner than tutorials, and leaders aim to teach the subject in a more interactive fashion, which is
intended to help you grasp concepts more quickly.
Generally, sessions will start with a quick review of important concepts and diagrams from lectures
before moving onto short response questions and multiple choice questions, an important skill to
practice for first year economics. The questions will reflect the lecture content and theory that has
been covered. Every week, one PASS leader attends the lecture and summarises a revision sheet,
which is given to students at the end of each PASS class. Answers to the weekly questions and
summary sheets are not posted online, so it is worthwhile attending the sessions to grab them. Your
PASS. leaders are also very friendly and willing to help if you have questions you are
uncomfortable approaching your tutor or lecturer with.
PASS leaders also put together their own practice exam (if time permits) which is very helpful in
anticipating the kind of questions you may receive in your final exam, and allows you to practice
multiple choice questions, which make up a lot of your marks in ECON1010 and ECON1020.
Statistically, students who attend PASS do better than those who do not, so try and attend!
PASS classes normally start in week three and lag behind lectures and tutorials in terms of content
covered, which is a great way to revise what you’ve already covered in tutes, or seek help for
concepts you can’t quite grasp yet. In 2014, PASS will begin in week two for ECON1020 and
ECON1310.
PASS Consultation times
ECON1010/1020: 12-2pm Monday
ECON1310/1320: 9-11am Friday
ECON1050 9-11am Tuesday
CML: 9-11am Thursday
Consultation for PASS is held in room 513 (level 5) of Colin Clark, and is run by the PASS
coordinators for each subject. Don’t be shy about asking them questions – they are students just
like you who only did the subject a few years ago, and would love for you to come and have a
chat.
If you can’t make those times, or have another question about PASS, email pass.econ@uq.edu.au
with the course code in the subject of the email and the appropriate coordinator will reply to you.
15

EXAMS
Past Exams
Past exams are highly useful tools in preparing yourself for exams. Not only do they give you an
understanding of what types of questions will be asked, the amount of time needed to complete
the exam, and how comfortable you are answering exam style questions, some exam questions –
particularly from several years ago – are recycled. Try not to go into your exam without doing at
least one past exam, particularly if your lecturer has provided them for you to practise with.
Conversely, don’t assume that your exam will be the same as past exams. If you have a question,
don’t be afraid to ask your lecturer or tutor for further clarification, past answer keys or criteria for
essay questions to give yourself a greater understanding of how to derive the correct answer.
Consider as well that students may often have the right answer but fail the question for not
providing the correct reasoning for arriving at it. Each lecturer has their own idiosyncrasies when
it comes to presenting classes and setting assessment, so don’t fall into the trap of thinking that a
course’s assessment will remain the same.
Past exam papers, if your lecturer does not provide them on Blackboard, can be found by
searching the UQ library database online under the Past Exams tab by inputting your course code.
Generally it is difficult to find answers to past papers unless from another student or from a lecturer
providing them via Blackboard.

Tutorial questions
Your lecturer and tutors work closely together and as such your tutorial questions are usually
indicative of exam questions, and of the difficulty of exam questions. Combined with your PASS
Summary sheet, and practice exams, you will be well covered for your exam.

Consultation
Tutors are available every week for one on one help related to your course. Especially in the lead
up to exams, consultations are packed with students asking all sorts of questions. Even if you don’t
have a question yourself but don’t know where to start, sitting in on consultation and listening to
other students’ questions and the tutor’s answer can be helpful.
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EXAMS
Missing exams
If you miss an exam due to medical grounds, or another reasonable ground, then you may be
eligible for a Special Exam. Applications must be submitted no later than five (5) calendar days
after the date the original examination was held, and you require supporting documentation such
as a medical certificate.
A special exam is in the same style and has the same weighting as a normal exam, and so differs
from a supplementary exam.
Be aware that as of 2013 the University changed its rules regarding part performance of an
exam. If you begin an exam and decide to leave, the University will no longer accept a disregard
performance and allow you to sit a Special Exam – you will be graded according to the work you
submitted on your paper. This is of course subject to extreme circumstances. Therefore it is your
choice if you feel ill prior to an exam whether or not you feel you can complete the exam.
Students should familiarize themselves with Part 1A of the University General Award Rules found
at http://www.uq.edu.au/myadvisor/university-rules.

Failing exams
If you fail a course (generally with no less than a grade of three), you may be permitted a second
chance to pass the course by being granted a Supplementary Exam. Supplementary assessment
will be granted only where the General Award Rules and Program rules allow. Official rules can
be found under the Program Rules and Requirements link for each program on the Programs and
Courts website at www.uq.edu.au/study.
If you apply for and are granted supplementary assessment in a course, the assessment might
involve an examination or another type of assessment. Generally you will be required to make a
formal application for supplementary assessment, within five (5) calendar days of the release of
results. Online applications can be submitted and progress tracked via mySI-net.
Be aware that the maximum mark you can achieve from supplementary assessment is a four, and
the content of a supplementary exam can cover the entire course.
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ASSESSMENT
Preparation
One of the most common mistakes that students make when writing assignment is failing to read
provided stimulus or the marking guide. Make sure that you read over the assessment material
several times and if you are unsure of any aspect, seek further clarification from your lecturer.

Citation
Referencing your work is a lot more important at university than it is in high school. If you fail to
properly cite your work that you have taken from another source, you may be accused of
plagiarism, an offence which can result in expulsion from the University. While some lecturers give
students a choice of academic referencing styles, most economics assignments use the Harvard
Style Referencing Guidelines. Make sure that if your lecturer sets a style, you use that one. The
library website contains referencing guides.
One more thing – we are all guilty of using Wikipedia as a source of information, and it can be
great to gain an overall understanding of your topic - particularly when starting an assignment –
but NEVER cite Wikipedia as a source in a university assignment. At most use it as a starting point
to access academically credible sources (Wikipedia references are contained at the bottom of
every page).

Language
While the writing style in economics is more informal than other disciplines such as law, it is still
generally a formal writing style. This means that you should not use colloquialisms, sexist or
prejudiced language, and do not refer to yourself excessively.

Talk to your tutors and lecturers
It is a good idea to speak to your lecturer or tutor before handing in an assignment to check you
are heading in the right direction. Lecturers have a lot less interaction with students than high
school teachers, but are still happy to assist you, particularly if you see them during their
consultation hours or before and after lectures. Generally lecturers will not read over whole
assignment drafts, but will usually be willing to let you know if you are heading in the right
direction and how to (generally) structure your assignment.
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ASSESSMENT
Extensions
Extensions for assignments are generally given at the discretion of the lecturer. Your chance of
success depends on the nature of the lecturer, what other assessment they may be dealing with,
and importantly your reason for wanting an extension. Bear in mind you are also far less likely to
be able to get an extension for a subject with a large cohort than for an elective subject with a
small cohort.
It is much better to ask early than late! Emailing your lecturer the day before the assignment is due
doesn’t send the right impression (unless of course it is unavoidable).

Assignment submission
Your lecturer will specify the method of submission for the assignment. Be aware that you may
have to submit an assignment online (for example, via Blackboard) and also a hard copy (for
example, via the BEL Faculty Resource Centre on the ground floor of Colin Clark), or only one of
these methods. If your lecturer requires both methods, make sure you have submitted both by the
due date and time, or it will be considered late.
Penalties will apply for late submission, whether it be by five minutes or five days. The penalties for
late submission vary between subjects and can be found on the ECP for each course under the
Assessment tab. This tab will also contain the due dates, times, and method of submission for each
of your assignments so make sure you check it carefully.
If you’re handing in your assignment to the BEL Faculty Resource Centre, we recommend you get
there a little bit earlier as there is always a rush at around 3:30pm (many assignments are due at
4pm).

Feedback
General feedback about assignments is sometimes given by lecturers on the Blackboard website.
Alternatively, it is usually provided in sessions held after the completion of the special and
supplementary exams. The number of feedback sessions varies on the size of the course, but there
is usually more than one. If no scheduled feedback session is provided, or you would like further
information, you can arrange to meet with your lecturer.
Exam viewings are recommended unless you are entirely happy with your mark as markers do
occasionally make errors when marking.
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IMPORTANT DATES
Census Date
The census date of every semester (usually March 31 in Semester One and August 31 in Semester
Two) marks the date where withdrawing from a course will result in financial liability. This means
that after the census date, even if you drop a course and do not complete it, you must still pay for
it. This is because at the census date your fees and charges are finalized, based on your
enrolment details at this time. If you believe extenuating circumstances exist, you can apply for a
removal of financial liability, even if you withdraw after this date.

Withdrawal Dates
You may withdraw from a course without academic penalty after the census date, and retain
financial liability. A grade of ‘W’ will be applied to the course listed on your study report, and this
does not contribute to your GPA. You may withdraw from a course without academic penalty until
April 30 in Semester One and September 30 in Semester Two. After this point, you will be given a
grade of ‘K’ on your transcript – withdrawal with academic penalty – and this WILL count towards
your GPA.
In special circumstances, such as serious illness, you may make an application in writing to your
faculty requesting withdrawal without an academic penalty (including supporting evidence to
substantiate grounds for the request, such as a medical certificate). This can only be done before
your results are finalized for the semester.
In very limited circumstances, you may apply to the President of the Academic Board to change
finalized results. See the General Award Rules for more information.
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GETTING TO
(AND AROUND) UQ
Public transport
There are many ways to get to UQ, and you can use public transport to avoid the hassle of finding
and paying for a park, and peak hour traffic and city congestion. Have a look at the translink
journey planner to see your options.

Bus
If you live on a train line, catch the train to Toowong Railway station, cross the overpass and catch
the 412 to UQ Chancellor’s Place. Catching the train to the Park Road Railway Station and getting
a bus from Boggo Road Busway to UQ Lakes is also popular.
Also servicing the Indooroopilly/St Lucia area are the 414, 427, 428. Popular routes also include
the 209 from Carindale, the 169 from Eight Mile Plains, the 139 from Sunnybank Hills, and the
29 from Woolloongabba.
If you don’t live near a bus line that goes directly to UQ, you can make your way into the city and
catch a bus heading to UQ from Stop 16 at the top of Adelaide Street (towards the Brisbane
River). The 109 runs through the Eastern Busway to UQ Lakes, and the 412 travels along
Coronation Drive to UQ Chancellor’s Place.

Boat
UQ has a ferry terminal serviced by City Cats, which you can hop on froM any terminal along the
Brisbane River. It isn’t the quickest method, but it is scenic and can be quite relaxing. If you own
your own boat and fancy making your own way into UQ, contact the UQ Rowing Club to discuss
moorings. For keen boaters, we suggest the Great Brisbane Boat Float as the perfect way to
combine the Uni lifestyle with sailing.

Bicycle
Cycling to UQ is a breeze! From the north, take either the Bicentennial Bikeway along Coronation
Drive, or via Highgate Hill and the Schonell Bridge. From the south, the Corso and St Lucia golf
clubs provide smooth, flat riding.
UQ has numerous bike racks across campus (you’ll notice some of them shaped as the letters UQ),
and change room facilities. For BEL students, the closest lockers are within the Human Movement
Studies Building (26B) opposite the tennis centre. Students can gain access by activating their ID
cards at security. See www.pf.uq.edu.au/cycling/storage.html for more information.
21

GETTING TO
(AND AROUND) UQ
Driving
If public transport isn’t a viable option for you, then you can brave the traffic and drive to UQ,
which is usually faster and easier than catching public transport. However, once you arrive in St
Lucia, your challenge becomes parking (www.pf.uq.edu.au/parking).
Most parking at UQ is ‘Pay and Display’ – purchase a ticket for the length of your stay and
display the ticket on your dashboard. You need the correct change to pay for your parking (though
some machines accept credit card). Don’t pay or overstay your limit at your own risk – parking
inspectors roam and you could receive a $50 fine (much more than paying a bit extra for
parking). Parking in a restricted zone will be a larger fine.
Parking in streets surrounding St Lucia are reserved for residents within university hours by using
resident permits, enforced by Brisbane City Council officers.

Where to Park
Most students prefer the ‘all day’ parking for a flat rate. The favourite for students is the $3
parking available by the athletics track and the Keith Street carpark. Parking locations are visible
on the UQ map.
The Keith Street carpark is the large bitumen, open air carpark on your left as you drive along Sir
Fred Schonell Drive. You will probably hear students calling it ‘The Dustbowl’ as it was only sealed
a few years ago.
The athletics track carpark is given its name by its location across the road from the athletics track.
Kerbside parking along the river (Sir William Macgregor Drive) is also very popular.
Within the first three weeks of university, you will be very lucky to get a casual parking space if
you arrive after 8:45am. As semester wears on, the deadline will edge closer to 9am. After this
time there will only be a few parks left on campus and it isn’t worth the effort if you have a class to
catch. The spots will start to free up again around 2pm as people start to leave.
After 9am, you can also try to park in the multi-story carpark on your right as you drive up Sir Fred
Schonell Drive (across from the Dustbowl) for $5 a day. These parks don’t fill up until after 10 to
10:30am, or later as semester wears on. The parks are relatively closer to classes, and are
undercover. The first two levels are reserved but levels 3 and above can be used for casual
parking.
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GETTING TO
(AND AROUND) UQ
Other spots around UQ are long-term (purple) and short-term (yellow). These zones are generally
never full as people come and go. Purple zones are $1.50 an hour and yellow are $3.00 per
hour (90 minute maximum). The most common places are:
-

below the UQ Centre (purple)
Blair Drive (purple)
Outside the Biological Sciences Library (purple)
Outside the Forgan Smith Building on University Drive (yellow)

Getting around UQ
UQ St Lucia is a huge campus, and it can sometimes take ten minutes to walk from one side of
campus to the other! Make sure to leave enough time for you to get to classes that are back to
back on either side of campus, or try and pick classes that are close to one another.
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FAQ
Where is my class?!
On mySI-net, click on ‘Timetable’ and then ‘Timetable Home Page’ within the menu bar on the left
hand side. Click on ‘Classes List View’ and you can print out a PDF file of your timetable on the
bottom. Clicking on the building number on this page will open a map of UQ, upon which a red
circle will be around the building you’re looking for.
There is also an app for Android and iPhones called UQ Nav which you can download to help
you find your way around campus. There are also maps situated in various locations around the
campus.

Library
Undergraduate economics students should go to the Social Sciences and Humanities Library
(SS&H), located at the eastern end of the Forgan Smith Building. The main entrance is from
Campbell Road into Level 1 of the library, Duhig Building (Building 2). There is also an entrance
from the Great Court, next to Merlos coffee on Level 2 of Duhig Building. The library is open from
8am to 8pm on weekdays and 9am to 5pm on weekends.
The Biological Sciences Library is open 24 hours, every day during semester. There is plenty of
space to study, however, you will struggle to find a seat in the weeks leading up to finals!

Coffee
Craving a coffee hit? There are coffee shops scattered all around the UQ St Lucia campus to
address the needs of the caffeine deficient students. Popular places are Merlo’s near SS&H, Mr
Bean’s in the Union refectory, and the BEL Rooftop Café in Colin Clark.
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FAQ
Napping
Unlike nightclubs and police stations, UQ does not discriminate against people who wish to sleep
on the premises. Many people like to sit against a tree in the Great Court, put on glasses and
pretend to read whilst taking a nap (just watch out for the morning dew that makes the ground
damp). Don’t worry about all the roaming bush turkeys or ibis – they’re only there for your food. If
you are eating in the Great Court, don’t think they won’t take your food. The birds will resort to
anything to take your food and aren’t afraid of snatching it right out of your hands.
If you’re feeling particularly desperate, a long term strategy is to make friends with someone at
college and visit them if you are getting desperate!

What should I wear?
If you’re sticking around for a long day, it’s best to go for comfort. In transition months, it’s a good
idea to wear layers that you can pile on in the morning and evening, and take off in the midday
sun. A good tip is to put a folding umbrella in your car or uni bag in the case of rain.
UQ fashion is pretty casual and varied so just wear what makes you comfortable and happy! Try
to steer clear of wearing your high school gear.
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