UQES
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

ECONOMICS SOCIETY

BEcon Guide
2017

Sponsors
Premier

Gold

Silver

Important information regarding grade distribution statistics
The grade distribution statistics used in this guide have been sourced, with permission,
from the UQ School of Economics. Grades are not necessarily reflective of lecturer skill or
course difficulty. Grade distributions may change with the introduction of a new course
lecturer. The statistics received by the UQES are averaged over three years (2014-2016)
and do not include courses with fewer than 30 enrolments. Reliance on this information
is at the user’s own risk.

Student Reviews
The student reviews used in this guide have been sourced, with permission, from student freedback entered into an online survey. This information has been modified by
certain members of the UQES executive to improve readability and to remove any
unconstructive or unhelpful criticism/advice (whilst still attempting to maintain the
author’s views). This feedback is not necessarily representative of the views held by all or
by a majority of students who were in the relevant course. Reliance on this information
is at the user’s own risk.
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Disclaimer
The University of Queensland Economics Society (’UQES’) provides this BEcon Guide (’the Guide’) as a service to our members.
Whilst every e ort has been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents, we disclaim absolutely any and all liability for any
damage of whatever kind, however caused (including negligence) that occurs or is suffered as a result of any error, inconsistency, omission or ambiguity that may be found in the Guide. Excluding student reviews, all information in the Guide has been
sourced directly from the University of Queensland School of Economics staff, Business, Economics and Law Faculty sta or
from the University of Queensland website. Student reviews and results summaries are based on past course o erings and
may not accurately re ect changes to course content and administration for 2016 and future years. The views of students and
lecturers contained herein do not represent the views of the authors of the Guide, the University of Queensland, the University
of Queensland School of Economics, the University of Queensland Union, the sponsors and partners of the UQES or the UQES.
Reliance on the Guide is at the user’s own risk.

Introduction to the BEcon Guide
Foreword
Dear BEcon Guide 2017 readers,
We are proud to release the 2017 edition of the BEcon Guide. The goal of the guide is
to o er you substantive reviews of all BEcon and BAFE courses and thereby assist you
with your subject selection and study.
The BEcon Guide is an ambitious project, and would not be a possibility without the
support and cooperation of the entire economics community at UQ. This year, we
were fortunate enough to receive over 120 reviews from UQ students who graciously
o ered their time to give feedback and tips on the courses they undertook in 2016.
As such, the 2017 edition is the biggest and best BEcon Guide we have compiled yet.
Special thanks is due to the School of Economics for their ongoing support of this
publication, both nancially and with grade distribution data.
Finally, a heartfelt thanks is owed to the 2017 Publications Team, consisting of Ryan
Palfrey, Tim O’Brien and Lucy Muir, whose tireless work has made this guide a reality.
All the best for your study in 2017!
Edward Watson
UQES Director of Publications
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How to Use This Guide
Most of this guide is self-explanatory. For
the bits that aren’t, here’s a quick
introduction:
The asterisk tells you that,
unfortunately, we didn’t get any
reviews this year for this subject. We
do our best from previous years.

UQES1234*

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

How to Use the BEcon Guide

The at-a-glance stats
tell you how the course
fares relative to its peers.
Difficulty out of 10 and
recommendation out of 5.

Here you will find a course
description, similar or identical
to the one on the ECP.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

Structure

Interesting: do the
lectures blow your mind?
Is the content applicable
to real life?

t of 5
ou

3

3

Assessment

Classes

3

3

Comments and Tips

How was the structure of the course? Did
each week follow logically from the week
before? How organised was the lecturer?
Did the tutorials compliment the lectures?
You’ll ﬁnd out here.

Challenging

Challenging: how hard is
the actual content? And is
there a lot of content to
study?
Assessment: how fair is
the assessment?
Classes: how good are
the classes?

Difficulty

How many drinks does it take to get through
this course in one piece? The ‘diﬃculty’
section describes not only the raw diﬃculty
of the course, but focuses on assessment.
We’re interested in whether the exams
reﬂected the lecture materials, whether
there were past exams that were helpful,
and whether there is a small amount of hard
content, or lots of easy content.

Value
In the value section we get our feel-good hats on and ask whether the course
was really worth it. If it’s a good course, you’ll probably see some rosy
comments here. If it’s not, the reviewers will most certainly warn you.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

5

6

7

13%

5%

2%

13%

15%

How many ritual sacrifices
will it take to get an HD?
What’s the chance of
disappointing your family?
Existential questions such
as these are answered in
the grade distribution.

ALEX MALLEY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
CPA AUSTRALIA
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NAKED
CEO
INVITES YOU TO
JOIN HIS NETWORK

Join the CPA Australia network
and get instant access to the career
edge you need including:

THE NAKED CEO
Online mentoring and advice from
Alex Malley, chief executive of
CPA Australia.

CAREER EVENTS
Insights from industry and recruitment
professionals as well as one-on-one feedback.

GRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES
Be first to hear about internship and
graduate employment opportunities through
CPA Australia’s employer partners.
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cpaaustralia.com.au/network
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For
diverse
experiences
‘I could only have done it at Deloitte’
We aim to inspire our people to achieve their
potential. Our ongoing innovation combined with
our commitment to a diverse and collaborative culture
sets us apart. You’ll be joining a firm with a relentless
drive and passion for world class client service and a
sense of shared responsibility for our place in our
local communities that matches your own.

programs, we are dedicated to helping our clients and
our people excel.

What we do
As one of Australia’s leading professional services firms,
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu and its affiliates provide audit,
tax, consulting, and financial advisory services through
approximately 7,000 professionals across the country.
Focused on the creation of value and growth, and known
as an employer of choice for our innovative people

So step into your future with one of our programs
especially for applicants who are still studying at
university. Our Graduate Program, Our Summer Vacation
Program, Deloitte Development program and the Young
Achievers Accounting Cadetship program.

We are proud to be recognised as having the
Best Graduate Development Program at the 2016
Australian HR Awards as well being awarded the AFR/
GradConnection’s Most Popular Graduate Employer for
the second year running.

http://yourfuture.deloitte.com.au

Find us
www.facebook.com/DeloitteAustralia

Follow us
@Green_Dot

Watch us
www.youtube/Deloitte/Australia

Connect with us
www.linkedin.com/company/deloitte-australia

View us
#AustralianStories

This publication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited,
its member firms, or their related entities (collectively the “Deloitte Network”) is, by means of this
publication, rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any
action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a qualified professional
adviser. No entity in the Deloitte Network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by
any person who relies on this publication.
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, a UK private company limited
by guarantee, and its network of member firms, each of which is a legally separate and independent
entity. Please see www.deloitte.com/au/about for a detailed description of the legal structure of
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited and its member firms.
About Deloitte
Deloitte provides audit, tax, consulting, and financial advisory services to public and private clients
spanning multiple industries. With a globally connected network of member firms in more than 150
countries, Deloitte brings world-class capabilities and high-quality service to clients, delivering the

insights they need to address their most complex business challenges. Deloitte’s approximately
225,000 professionals are committed to becoming the standard of excellence.
About Deloitte Australia
In Australia, the member firm is the Australian partnership of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu. As one of
Australia’s leading professional services firms. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu and its affiliates provide
audit, tax, consulting, and financial advisory services through approximately 6,000 people across
the country. Focused on the creation of value and growth, and known as an employer of choice for
innovative human resources programs, we are dedicated to helping
our clients and our people excel. For more information, please visit our web site at
www.deloitte.com.au.
Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation.
Member of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited.
© 2017 Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu.

Compulsory Courses
Semester 1/2
ACCT1101 - Accounting for Decision Making
ECON1010 - Introductory Microeconomics
ECON1020 - Introductory Macroeconomics
ECON1050 - Tools of Economic Analysis
ECON1310 - Quantitative Economic & Business Analysis A
ECON2300 - Introductory Econometrics
FINM2411B - Principles of Financial Management

Semester 1
ECON2010 - Microeconomic Theory
ECON2020 - Macroeconomic Theory
ECON2011B - Principles of Microeconomics

Semester 2
ECON2030 - Microeconomic Policy
ECON2040 - Macroeconomic Policy
BISM2202B - Data Analytics & Information Management
ACCT2111B - Principles of Financial Accounting
B indicates that the subject is only o ered in the BAFE program

The difficulty lies not so
much in developing new
ideas as in escaping
from old ones.
- John Maynard Keynes

Semester 1/2
ACCT1101
ECON1010
ECON1020
ECON1050
ECON1310
ECON2300
B
FINM2411

B indicates that the subject is only o ered in the BAFE program

ACCT1101

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

2

Accounting for Decision Making
Introduction to the accounting environment,
analysis and interpretation of financial
statements and other business information for
the purpose of decision making.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

2

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

3

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents felt the course provided a good basic
understanding of accounting, whilst keeping in mind that
most participants would not take further courses on the
sub ect. Tutorials and lectures did not e ectively
complement each other, and students found the former
to be more engaging than the la er.

Difficulty

nline ui es were well complemented by the course
te tbook. The group assignment was interesting
however, to avoid losing marks on small errors, students
recommended a ﬁrst dra be completed early on to
leave time for editing. The e ams were reﬂective of the
course content, and they were easy to study for as they
showed signiﬁcant resemblance to practice e ams.

Value
tudents valued the business insight the course provided, as well as the terminologies and argon
taught.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately, no grade distribution data has been provided
by the BEL Faculty for this course. Sorry!

ECON1010

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

3

Introductory Microeconomics
Provides students with a practical understanding
of the core economic principles that explain why
individuals, companies and governments make
the decisions they do, and how their
decision-making might be improved to make
best use of available resources.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents found the lectures to be very engaging, and
tutorials and
classes complemented them well. It
was noted that at times too much emphasis was placed on
‘ layconomics’, an interactive assessment piece game ,
during lectures which caused frustration for students who
had kept up to date with assessment and already
completed the particular section of the game. owever,
this assisted students when they fell behind in the
assessment piece as they had the opportunity to revisit
the lecture through lecture recordings.

Difficulty

The course was widely considered to be interesting, and
the content was manageable if students kept up to date.
ractice e ams were good representations of what the
ﬁnal e am was like, however students recommend
reading each uestion carefully as they were easy to
misinterpret.

Value
tudents felt the course provided a solid foundation for future studies in economics.

Grade
Distribution

<4
14%

4
22%

5

6

7

20%

20%

21%

ECON1020

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

Introductory Macroconomics

Examines functioning of the economy & its
interaction with international economy. Studies
GDP, unemployment & inflation, interest rates,
investment, government expenditure, taxation
policies & balance of payments. Alternative
macroeconomic theories & models examined.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

This course is structured such that semester one places
greater emphasis on the mathematical theory of
macroeconomics, whilst the second semester focusses
more upon the policy conse uences and real-world
practicality of macroeconomics. owever the di erence
was overall not huge. The lectures, tutorials, and
classes all complemented each other well, and students
recommended a ending both tutorials and
as they
addressed further content that e panded on the lectures.

Difficulty

In both semesters there was a large amount of content
covered however, students felt this hurdle could be
overcome with suﬃcient planning ahead and e am
preparation.

Value
This course provided students with a strong foundation in macroeconomics.

Grade
Distribution

<4
18%

4
33%

5

6

7

21%

15%

10%

ECON1050

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

Toolc of Economic Analysis

This course provides essential mathematical
tools for studying Economics. It includes
functions of one variable, differentiation,
integrals, optimisation, and matrix algebra.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents felt lectures were at times long and laborious,
and they felt the lecturers occasionally overcomplicated
certain topics. owever, it was widely accepted that going
to
and tutorials helped alleviate most of this issue.
tudents who had previously completed aths and
aths during high school noted that they had already
learnt a signiﬁcant portion of the content.

Difficulty

tudents who previously completed aths and aths
found the content to be of low diﬃculty. tudents with
only aths
knowledge found it to be reasonably
challenging, though it was noted that as long as students
kept up to date with the course content, it was relatively
easy to manage.

Value
The course is a prere uisite for uite a few economics courses such as
and
which are more dependent upon mathematics, and was thus compulsory for many students.

Grade
Distribution

<4
15%

4
21%

5

6

7

20%

18%

22%

ECON1310

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

4

Quantitative Economic & Business
Analysis A
Basic statistical concepts & techniques such as
descriptive statistics, probability concepts,
theoretical distributions, inferential statistics
(confidence intervals & hypothesis testing) are
applied in business & economics.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents felt that lecture a endance was very valuable,
and that the lectures were cohesive from week to week.
The two main topics, descriptive and inferential statistics,
were each assessed separately, one in the mid-semester
e am and the other in the ﬁnal. ue to a fortnightly ui ,
students commented that it was easy to keep up with the
content. tudents also found the e tra videos uploaded to
blackboard to be very helpful in understanding the week’s
content.

Difficulty

endance at lectures, tutorials, and
was advised
as they provided a deeper understanding of each topic
for students. racticing each tutorial more than once
was also recommended as the exams were
time-pressured and answering uestions uickly was
important. s content was cumulative from lecture to
lecture, students felt it was beneﬁcial to stay on top of
content as it came.

Value
tudents felt the course provided a strong basis for future studies in econometrics.

Grade
Distribution

<4
14%

4
21%

5

6

7

17%

22%

24%

ECON2300

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

7

Introductory Econometrics

Introductory applied econometric course for
students with basic economic statistics
background. Covers simple through to complex
dynamic models. Practical problems are solved
using EViews or equivalent econometrics
program.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course is very well structured the initial weeks
introduce the linear and multiple regression models, and
the la er half of the course rela es the assumptions which
underlay the model, and looks out how the model can be
adopted.

Difficulty

The course is challenging but well-taught. Those who
have a head for numbers will not ﬁnd it massively
challenging, but if maths is not your strong suit this
course will be very hard. The mid-semester e am is very
diﬃcult, with the average grade around
, but the
ﬁnal is comparatively easier and more predictable in its
content.

Tutorials complimented lectures well, however beware
that the tutorials are mostly on so ware and you must do
the calculations by hand as well. The tutors are fantastic
and will be your saviour.

Value
The value gained from this course is huge it is compulsory , especially if you intend to take more
econometric uant courses later on. ven on a more superﬁcial level, understanding the statistical
concepts here will help your decision-making in everyday life.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

19%

43%

5

6

7

21%

10%

2%

FINM2411

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

7

Principles of Financial Management
Provides a comprehensive introduction to financial
management and financial analysis. Focus is on
creating shareholder value. Topics include financial
modelling, the time value of money, stock and
bond valuation, capital budgeting and net present
value, risk and diversification, and the Capital
Asset Pricing Model.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

ectures were three hours long and included tutorials.
tudents felt the content ﬂowed on from lecture to
lecture, and the practice uestions provided e ectively
represented the assessment.

Difficulty

The course was heavily based upon mathematics which
ramped up in diﬃculty as the semester progressed.
ractice e ams were provided for the mid-semester
e am and the ﬁnal e am however, where some
students felt they represented their counterpart e ams
well, others felt they were very di erent.

Value
This course provided an applicable ﬁnancial knowledgebase for students, and taught them some
basic functions for e cel.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately, no grade distribution data has been provided
by the BEL Faculty as this course was newly introduced
in 2016, so suﬃcient data has not yet been collected.

Semester 1
ECON2010
ECON2020
B
ECON2011

B indicates that the subject is only o ered in the BAFE program

ECON2010

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

Microeconomic Theory

Draws on models developed in Introductory
Microeconomics. Partial & general equilibrium
analysis, demand, production & cost theory.
Various theories of the firm examined.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

5

5

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The course was interesting, beneﬁ ng from a logical
structuring. lthough the ﬁrst few lectures were generally
considered to be diﬃcult, the rest of the course was
straigh orward, with each lecture corresponding to a
section of the te tbook. The tutorials complemented
what was taught in lectures but could sometimes become
uite mathematically comple , beyond the level of what
was assessed.

Difficulty

The course was interesting, beneﬁ ng from a logical
structuring. lthough the ﬁrst few lectures were
generally considered to be diﬃcult, the rest of the
course was straigh orward, with each lecture
corresponding to a section of the te tbook. The tutorials
complemented what was taught in lectures but could
sometimes become uite mathematically comple ,
beyond the level of what was assessed.

Value
The course was interesting, beneﬁ ng from a logical structuring. lthough the ﬁrst few lectures
were generally considered to be diﬃcult, the rest of the course was straigh orward, with each
lecture corresponding to a section of the te tbook. The tutorials complemented what was taught in
lectures but could sometimes become uite mathematically comple , beyond the level of what

Grade
Distribution

<4
9%

4
21%

5
20%

6
25 %

7
21%

ECON2020

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

6

Macroeconomic Theory

Principles of macroeconomic theory.
Determinants of national expenditure, income &
employment in closed & open economies. Role
of monetary & fiscal policy, factors influencing
interest rates, causes of inflation &
unemployment.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

5

5

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The course structure was straigh orward, with lectures
closely following the te tbook. The ﬁrst lecture
introduced two models, which proceeding lectures built
on, and the course culminated in applications of ﬁscal and
monetary policy. Tutorials were well-coordinated and
allowed for applied practice of the lecture material.

Difficulty

ourse content was somewhat diﬃcult, re uiring the
memorisation of graphs and models that could be
considered conceptually diﬃcult. The e ams were fair
and your result reﬂects the study you put in. It was
important to understand the theory introduced within
the lectures to apply it in the exam.

The lecturer was very engaging and knowledgeable,
emphasising the key points of the course.

Value
There was some overlap in the ﬁrst few weeks with
, which could be a bit tedious.
lthough the models taught were uite interesting, they were dated and not applicable in a modern
conte t. espite this, the course is essential for further economics study.

Grade
Distribution

<4
19%

4
34%

5

6

7

22%

9%

2%

ECON2011

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

8

Principles of Microeconomics
Provides students with tools of microeconomic
analysis. These tools are developed from an
introductory to an intermediate level using
models of perfect and imperfect competition
with emphasis on benefits, costs, optimization
and welfare.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

This course is a combination of
and
,
and thus each lecture covered a large amount of content.
weekly online ui provided students with the
opportunity to revise and absorb the weekly content, and
consultations were encouraged by the lecturer. The
lectures and tutorials were combined into one three hour
session, with the tutorial taking place in either the ﬁrst or
last hour.

Difficulty

s this course is a combination of two economics
courses, students who had no previous experience with
economics had diﬃculty keeping up with the weekly
lectures. owever, most found the content became
more manageable as the semester progressed. Tutorial
uestions were in limited supply, making study for
e ams diﬃcult however the e am uestions were
similar to those found in the tutorials.
dditionally, the assignment was not clearly deﬁned,
leaving students unsure of how to initially proceed.

Value
tudents found they could e ectively apply the content they learnt to real-world events, and this
was demonstrated with the assignment where groups were re uired to apply microeconomic theory
to a current a air. They also found that the course content was immediately applicable to other
courses within the achelor of dvanced inance and conomics onours program.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately, no grade distribution data has been provided
by the School of Economics as this course was newly introduced
in 2016, so suﬃcient data has not yet been collected.

Semester 2
ECON2030
ECON2040
BISM2202B
ACCT2111B

B indicates that the subject is only o ered in the BAFE program

ECON2030

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

Microeconomic Policy

Extends microeconomic theory and
demonstrates application to microeconomic
policy issues; welfare economics, trade practices
legislation, tariff policy and public enterprises.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was very interesting, e ploring how basic
economic theory doesn’t work in real life. ectures were
well structured, with a logical progression through
concepts. lthough the tutorials e ectively covered the
maths component, the theoretical component was largely
relegated to the lectures. any students had issues
remembering the content covered in earlier weeks, which
was not revisited throughout the semester, but was
assessed in the ﬁnal e am.

Difficulty

ourse content, while not e tremely challenging, was
very interesting. The ﬁnal e am was very heavily
weighted, which some found to be stressful. egular
revision of concepts, as well as a thorough
understanding of the mathematics underpinning the
models, are necessary to achieve highly. lthough
students found
not too diﬃcult to pass, many
found it diﬃcult to achieve highly in this course. espite
this, students found the lecturer and tutors to be
e tremely knowledgeable and helpful.

Value
any students recommend this course as very interesting. This course introduced real life
applications to microeconomics and provided students with insight into policies that are being
implemented around the world. This course was especially useful for students wanting to e plore
economic policy in the future.

Grade
Distribution

<4
19%

4
24%

5

6

7

27%

17%

10%

ECON2040

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

6

Macroeconomic Policy

Theory and practice of fiscal and monetary policy
over the short/medium term. Conventional and
unconventional monetary policy. Business cycles
and stabilization policy. Exchange rate regimes.
Labour markets and unemployment. Microfounded
macroeconomic models.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents generally found the course structure to be very
good. The course did not build on the
approach, with the approach of the ﬁrst few weeks being
more similar to
. The lectures were found to be
well structured, with the model ﬁrst introduced in detail
before input variable were manipulated to simulate
economic e periments. Tutorials were slightly challenging
as they o en e tended beyond the scope of the lecture,
although tutor assistance and answers were available.

Difficulty

enerally, students found that the content was not too
diﬃcult. ome concepts were acknowledged as
challenging, but ultimately well-taught during lectures
and supplemented by tutorials. ue to change in course
content, the past e ams were not useful, but the e ams
were manageable as they followed tutorial material. The
four problem sets provided throughout the semester
were challenging and time consuming, re uiring a
thorough understanding of content.

Value
lthough most students found this course very interesting some were frustrated with the signiﬁcant
di erences between previous iterations of the course. espite this, students all generally found the
course to be very useful, both building on knowledge from earlier courses and introducing new
applications.

Grade
Distribution

<4
6%

4
25%

5

6

7

28%

25%

13%

BISM2202

Recommendation

Difficulty

2

6

Data Analytics and Information Management
Data & information as organisational resources.
Management of data, information & knowledge;
data integrity & quality issues; data warehousing,
data mining and business intelligence.
Management issues of security, security, privacy,
ethics for information & knowledge resources.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

3

2

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course’s lectures and practicals did not strongly
associate with each other, with lectures providing
e aminable content whilst practicals addressed the
assignment’s re uirements. tudents commented that
lectures were not well organised, and o en found it more
e ective to go over the lecture slides in their own time
rather than a end the lecture. The practical sessions had
students following a wri en guide with li le supervisor
intervention which made students feel these sessions
were not too valuable either.

Difficulty

In aggregate, students described the content as copious
and unstructured more so than diﬃcult. onse uently,
students employed rote learning as the most e ective
means of study. The te tbook was considered to be
beneﬁcial as it provided a broader perspective on the
lecture content, however it was not considered
essential.

Value
tudents gained an appreciation and perspective upon the rising trends of data analytics and where
it applies to business operations.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately, no grade distribution data has been provided
by the BEL Faculty for this course. Sorry!

ACCT2111

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

Principles of Financial Accounting
Develops the framework for the preparation and
interpretation of financial statements through
the provision of information on a range of
common business transactions for companies,
and on regulatory framework for financial
reporting.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was coherent from week to week with
engaging lectures, and the te tbook provided insight into
the general direction of the course. There was one
two-hour lecture each week, however this was generally
agreed to be suﬃcient as long as students completed the
course work each week.

Difficulty

The content studied in class was considered to be
indicative of the content in e ams. dditionally, the
mid-semester e am was open book and the ﬁnal e am
allowed a single sheet of notes. That being said, the
e ams were time constrained, and students felt they
performed more positively when they didn’t depend on
these resources.

Value
tudents learnt the basics of accounting, allowing them to be er understand how businesses
function.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately, no grade distribution data has been provided
by the BEL Faculty as this course was newly introduced
in 2016, so suﬃcient data has not yet been collected.
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Group 2 Electives
Semester 1
ECON2060 - Behavioural & Evolutionary Economics
ECON2070 - Introduction to Strategic Thinking
ECON2410 - Economics of Business Strategy
ECON2500 - China: Emergence, Implications & Challenges

Semester 2
ECON1110 - Australian Economic Institutions
ECON1120 - The Economics of Social Issues
ECON1320 - Quantitative Economic & Business Analysis B
ECON2050 - Mathematical Economics
ECON2200 - Management of Financial Institutions
ECON2320 - Business & Economic Decision Techniques
ECON2420 - Macroeconomy & Business Conditions
ECON2460 - Health Economics
ECON2540 - Economics of Innovation & Entrepreneurship
ECON2560 - Economics of Globalisation & Development
ECON2800 - Labour Economics

Every generation has
underestimated the potential
for finding new recipes and
ideas. We consistently fail to
grasp how many ideas remain
to be discovered.
Possibilities do not add up.
They multiply.
- Paul Romer

Semester 1
ECON2060
ECON2070
ECON2410
ECON2500

ECON2060

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

Evolutionary Economics

Examines approaches to economics of
consumers and firms based upon applications of
psychology and studies of actual behaviour in
complex, uncertain and rapidly changing
environments.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

No

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The lectures are well-structured, following a chronological
development of the ﬁeld from the ‘old’ behavioural and
evolutionary economics and ﬁnishing with the ‘new’
behavioural economics.

Difficulty

The course has a large amount of readings, including an
assigned te tbook which is essential to do well on the
ﬁnal. The e act e am uestions are released several
weeks beforehand, allowing you to prepare for them.
owever because of this, the lecturer e pects both
breadth and depth of knowledge and application in the
ﬁnal e am, which is time-pressured as a result.

The course was structured around individual economists
and their papers, and tutorials were a broad group
discussion about a speciﬁc topic, as opposed to the
traditional mainstream economics tutorials working
within mathematical or graphical models. There was no
maths.

The mid-semester assignment is long
words , but
not necessarily as diﬃcult as the word count would
suggest.

Value
This course gives an excellent insight into a heterodox school of economics, and challenges the
assumptions underpinning the rational models that are unwaveringly taught in mainstream
economics classes. The ‘critical thinking’ focus of the course means that students come away with a
broader knowledge of economics. It is not the easiest second-year course, but well worth the
investment.

Grade
Distribution

<4
9%

4
19%

5

6

7

29%

23%

11%

ECON2070

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

4

Introduction to Strategic Thinking
Teaches students strategic thinking through
study of game theory by teaching basic
strategic considerations in an individual setting,
predicting how others will react in these
strategic settings, and applying these concepts
to economics and other disciplines.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

No

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

5

4

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

Difficulty

s long as enough time was spent understanding the
problems, the content itself was not too hard to grasp.
eliance on the lecture notes in lieu of a ending
lectures was not recommended, due to the handwri en
slides.

The topics were nicely separated and ﬂowed on from
one another logically. ome students complained that
there were no ower oint slides, with the lecturer handwriting during lectures. These were later made
available to students. The tutorials were well
taught, with comprehensive solutions.

The e ams were very straigh orward if you could do the
tutorial uestions, and tutors were willing to provide
e tra consultations before e ams.

Value
This course provides an e cellent understanding of game theory. hilst intellectually interesting, it is
not necessarily very relevant to other courses in the con, or real life.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

9%

11%

5

6

7

12%

16%

50%

ECON2410

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

5

Economics of Business Strategy
Economics of the growth strategies of modern
corporations, including vertical integration,
diversification and multinational enterprise.
Economic underpinnings of marketing
management, including economics of retailing
and Internet businesses.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was well-structured, and tutorial uestions
closely followed the structure of the exams.

Difficulty

There is a lot of memorisation necessary for
remembering all the content, not just understanding it.
emorising of the di erent deﬁnitions and categories is
important for the exams.

Value
The course was interesting as it was more applicable to real life for an economics course, but was
also only building on
content and was a bit boring and repetitive with content.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

11%

26%

5

6

7

25%

23%

12%

ECON2500

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

3

China: Emergence, Implications & Challenges
China's economic emergence has far-reaching
implications and presents immense challenges.
By covering the nature of China's emergence and
the consequent implications and challenges, this
course provides students with an understanding
of China's contemporary economy.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

4

3

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

No

Comments and Tips

The course only had lectures once a week, with no
tutorials. The lectures were not particularly structured
and very dense, which made them hard to follow.
concept map for each week and a good memory will be
helpful in this course.

Difficulty

either the content nor the e ams were very diﬃcult
because it was a ma er of rote learning the topics. The
exams are straight-forward, following the structure of
previous years, and if you keep up-to-date with content
and do the practice uestions multiple times you will
easily succeed.

Value
The course is very interesting and provides e cellent insight into the economic signiﬁcance of hina.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

5

6

7

3%

4%

21%

39%

27%

Semester 2
ECON1110
ECON1120
ECON1320
ECON2050
ECON2200
ECON2320

ECON2420
ECON2460
ECON2540
ECON2560
ECON2800

ECON1110

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

Australian Economic Institutions
Contemporary Australian economy & economic
institutions & their evolution in the recent past.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

No

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course is well structured and o ers an engaging and
very practical discussion of economic institutions. lass
iscussion was always encouraged.
ectures were generally less engaging than tutorials, and
were only a brief summary of the content.

Difficulty

tudents found that seeing as there was no prescribed
te tbook, studying for the course was uite diﬃcult.

Value
rovided practical knowledge of economic institutions.
lease note the above review has been copied from a previous edition of the
not reﬂect the current course.

Grade
Distribution

<4
2%

4
16%

con uide and may

5

6

7

38%

34%

8%

ECON1120

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

The Economics of Social Issues
Introductory economic concepts: nature of the market
system; alternative measures of living standards; role &
size of government sector. Specific topics may vary from
year to year & may include: education, health, income
distribution & social security, migration, crime & political
instability, ethics, ageing, the environment,
discrimination.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents felt the content was interesting and applicable.
dditionally, it was noted that the discussions in tutorials
were beneﬁcial in properly processing the lecture
content.

Difficulty

The e ams re uired a good understanding of a
wide-range of di erent topics. tudents noted that the
workload in this course was conse uently more than
that from a usual ﬁrst year course.

Value
The course provided valuable insights into the economics profession, as well as how to apply
economics in di erent ways. ue to the assignment and essay components of assessment, students
also felt it improved their writing skills.

Grade
Distribution

<4
20%

4
27%

5

6

7

20%

23%

7%

ECON1320

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

4

Quantitative Economic & Business Analysis B
Deals with basic statistical models and methods
used in business and economics. Topics may
include multiple regression analysis, time series
analysis, survey sampling, index numbers and
decision theory. Problems & exercises are solved
manually & using Microsoft Excel.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The tutorials were useful as students could ask tutors for
assistance in uestions they could not complete, and
since tutorials were always stretched for time it was
recommended that students complete the tutorial
uestions prior to a endance. The lecturer is very
engaging and successfully adapts the course to real life
scenarios.

Difficulty

tudents felt the content was not too diﬃcult, and that
the assessment was fair. Tutorial uestions a good
source of practice for e ams, as they were set out
similarly to e am uestions. It was also noted that the
ui es addressed uestions of a more comple
nature than those on the e am, and the choice to
heavily weigh the
marks in e ams felt harsh.

Value
tudents felt the course to be applicable to real life, and in addition they felt they had a more
substantial statistical knowledge base to achieve highly in further econometrics courses.

Grade
Distribution

<4
6%

4
16%

5

6

7

22%

31%

23%

ECON2050

Recommendation

Difficulty

2

9

Mathematical Economics

This course begins extends ECON1050 to the
analysis of functions of several variables. It
covers convex multivariate optimisation, followed
by further analysis on constrained optimisation.
Finally, it provides essential elements of dynamic
optimisation in discrete time.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

5

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

4

4

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

Structure

No

Comments and Tips

The course was split into three sections, each building
upon the one prior, with an exam at the conclusion of
each section. owever, students noted that the course felt
dis ointed as content from the ﬁnal section felt irrelevant
from the ﬁrst section. dditionally, the sub ect introduced
numerous new concepts not covered in
, the
prere uisite, so consistent study is recommended to
address the conse uentially steep learning curve.
Tutorials complemented lectures e ectively, however
solutions found on blackboard were o en diﬃcult to
follow, so tutorial a endance was essential.

Difficulty

tudents generally conceded that the three e ams were
une pectedly diﬃcult, commenting on how the tutorials
did not e ectively represent the comple ity of the e am
uestions. owever, the ﬁrst e am was also recognised
to be the most diﬃcult of the three, so the sub ect does
become more manageable as the semester progresses.
dditionally, this sub ect provided a mathematical
knowledge base without applying it too much to the
ﬁeld of economics, relying heavily on mathematical
theorem and proofs.

Value
This sub ect is a prere uisite for students who wish to complete an honours thesis in the ﬁeld of
economics, and it also provides a deep understanding of agrange optimisation.

Grade
Distribution

<4
6%

4
27%

5

6

7

20%

22%

21%

ECON2200

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

Accounting for Decision Making
Provides students with a practical understanding
of the core economic principles that explain why
individuals, companies and governments make
the decisions they do, and how their
decision-making might be improved to
make best use of available resources.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

4

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

Difficulty

The course structure was not e tremely cohesive, but the
topics were of their very nature separate so this was not
necessarily negative. The lecturer highlighted and greyed
out information on the lecture slides to emphasise
importance, which was useful.

The course was generally straigh orward in its content,
but had a few conceptually diﬃcult and unintuitive
areas. The ui es were a good way to get marks, but
were very challenging given that they were only online
.

Tutorials answers were comprehensive and the additional
uestions were worth doing as a small selection were
verbatim on the e am.

or e ams, it was possible to focus on a few ‘calculation’
uestions which were easy if you had a head for maths.
owever, this did not mean you could shirk on the
theory, as several application uestions were still
present.

Value
The understanding gained about ﬁnancial markets is crucial to anyone who wants to work in an
economics or ﬁnance ﬁeld, and
is a very good ‘life-knowledge’ course even if you don’t
wish to pursue economics. The in-depth discussion of bond yields and the minutiae of monetary
policy can aid in second-year macro courses such as
.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

8%

19%

5

6

7

25%

21%

21%

ECON2320

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

3

Business Decision Techniques

Provides a working understanding of some of the
principal techniques used in business decision
making. Topics include linear programming,
transportation & assignment models, project
scheduling & control and inventory models.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

5

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was structured uite well and was easy to
follow. The course is comprised of many di erent topics so
the order didn t ma er. The ﬁnal e am closely followed
the past papers, and so proved e cellent for preparation.

Difficulty

The course was very doable. The tutors were happy to
help with assignments and answer uestions, and there
was plenty of practice material for the ﬁnal e am. The
assignments could be done in groups.

Value
This course uses a lot of analytical skills and insights into decision making at a professional and
technical level.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

5

6

7

1%

2%

12%

28%

56%

ECON2420

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

5

Macroeconomy & Business Conditions
Analysis of the macroeconomy as a complex
system. How macroeconomic factors & domestic
macroeconomic policies affect the business
conditions faced by large & small firms.
Introduction to macroeconomic modelling,
forecasting & scenario planning.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was structured very well. ectures and tutorials followed the te tbook really well and all topics
throughout the semester ﬂowed on very well, which
made it an easier interesting course.

Difficulty

t ﬁrst, some topics may seem challenging, but because
of the clarity and thoroughness of the lecture slides,
revision was easy. Temesgen e plained the concepts
e ceptionally and using simple words e amples in the
lectures, and the tutorials followed these very well.
The e ams were pre y similar to the sample ones, and
the
were uite similar to the tutorial uestions. The
revision lecture was very helpful in preparation for the
ﬁnal e am.

Value
This course gives an e cellent real-life perspective, and you will learn things that are properly applicable. The content was very interesting and took a di erent perspective on macroeconomics.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

15%

28%

5

6

7

22%

19%

11%

ECON2460*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Health Economics

Descriptive & theoretical aspects of health &
medical services; demand & supply for health
insurance, hospitals, etc; equity v. efficiency in
services; health financing & health systems;
evaluation techniques.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

--

--

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The lectures were sometimes rushed towards the end and
messy. There is a lot of content in the course, but not all of
it is relevant to the assessment. owever lectures are
worth a ending as there are lots of worked e amples.

Difficulty

This course should not be taken until third year because
some of the content can be uite advanced. It is hard to
know what will be assessed on the ﬁnal e am, though
knowledge of the practice uestions is helpful as they
are o en on the ﬁnal. There is lots of content and
unsuspected bits of information can be tested.

Value
The course is very useful to those interested in the economics of the health industry and wanting to
deepen their understanding of microeconomics.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

3%

11%

5

6

7

9%

26%

46%

ECON2540

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

3

Economics of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
This course introduces students to the
economics of entrepreneurship and innovation.
A basis will be provided for analysing public
policy and for anticipating the patterns of
economy change associated with
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

2

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

ourse structure made the content easy to follow and
build upon, and made it obvious to link concepts between
weeks. Though the course had no tutorials, the lectures
were very involved which made up for it.

Difficulty

The course content was not diﬃcult, but self-guided
learning was re uired to gain a full beneﬁt from the
course. The in-class discussions were e ective to aid in
this. The assessments were all wri en essays under test
conditions, and therefore having done
previously may help for this.

Value
The course provides insight into the drivers of innovation and entrepreneurship both on a
microeconomic and macroeconomic level. It is practical and applicable, which is helpful in pu ng
the current political focus on innovation into perspective.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

2%

16%

5

6

7

30%

34%

16%

ECON2560*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Globalisation and Development
Introduces students to issues related to
globalisation and economic development in less
developed countries.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course has only one lecture, and no tutorials. ast
e ams were useful when studying.

Difficulty

The course is very content heavy. It is very easy to fall
behind and impossible to cram during
T
.
[Editor’s Note: Lecturer has since changed and this may
no longer be the case.]

Value
Though there are assigned readings, the lecture slides were o en detailed enough to substitute for
them. It was beneﬁcial to work with friends and write short summaries of lectures and brainstorm
ideas in preparation for the ﬁnal e am.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

2%

16%

5

6

7

30%

34%

16%

ECON2800

Recommendation

Difficulty

2

3

Labour Economics

Analysis of labour markets & its application to
contemporary labour market issues, including
labour demand & supply issues, unemployment,
employment, wage determination & human
capital development.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

2

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

1

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course e ectively ends in eek as the remaining
weeks are taken up with the group presentations that are
in lecture time. This meant that there was relatively very
li le to know for the e ams.

Difficulty

The course content as presented was e tremely basic
and simple. The mid-semester ui was reasonable and
reﬂected learned content. The ﬁnal e am was an
enormous curve ball, barely reﬂecting the content and
more concerning your ability to di erentiate speciﬁc
functions that had not been taught or foreshadowed in
any way.

There were no tutorials but the problem sets were
released every week. These were reasonably
straigh orward but ended up being completely
unrepresentative of the diﬃculty of the ﬁnal.

The une pectedly mathematical nature of the ﬁnal e am
made it both hard and impossible to study for, and many
were disappointed.

Value
The course is e cellent if you want low work with the potential of a good grade if you’re prepared for
the surprising level of diﬃculty of the ﬁnal. The presentation is a di erent medium of assessment
which is refreshing and good for students who wish to build conﬁdence public speaking.
nfortunately the depth of content is lacking and many will not learn much.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

10%

33%

5

6

7

25%

10%

18%

BE PART OF
SOMETHING
CHALLENGING
EVERYDAY.
Go to suncorpgroupgraduates.com.au
to find your opportunity today.

Group 3 Electives
Semester 1
ECON3010 - Advanced Microeconomics
ECON3020 - Advanced Macroeconomics
ECON3060 - Experimental Economics
ECON3200 - Monetary Economics
ECON3320 - Statistical Theory for Economists
ECON3350 - Applied Econometrics for Macroeconomics & Finance
ECON3440 - Competition Policy and Regulation
ECON3510 - International Trade Theory & Policy
ECON3540 - Evolution of Economic Systems
ECON3700 - Environmental Economics
ECON3710 - Economics of Natural Resources

Semester 2
ECON3050 - Game Theory & Strategy
ECON3210 - Financial Markets & Institutions
ECON3220 - Bene t-Cost Analysis for Business
ECON3330 - Econometric Theory
ECON3340 - Productivity & E ciency Analysis
ECON3360 - Applied Econometrics for Microeconomics
ECON3430 - Managerial Economics
ECON3450 - Public Finance
ECON3520 - Economics of International Finance
ECON3600 - Australian Economic History
ECON3900 - Special Unit - Project Based Learning

Listening to others,
especially those with whom
we disagree, tests our own
ideas and beliefs. It forces us
to recognize, with humility,
that we don't have a
monopoly on the truth.
- Janet Yellen

Semester 1
ECON3010
ECON3020
ECON3060
ECON3200
ECON3320
ECON3350

ECON3440
ECON3510
ECON3540
ECON3700
ECON3710

ECON3010

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

7

Advanced Microeconomics

Developments & implications of microeconomic
theory.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

No

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

tudents found this course to be reasonably
well-structured, with the tutorials being a good
complement to the lectures.

Difficulty

tudents found some of the content diﬃcult to grasp
initially, with continual study and revision re uired to do
well. roblem-solving uestions on the mid-semester
and ﬁnal e ams were particularly challenging.

Value
tudents didn’t really see this course as applicable to real life and found that they gained li le from
this course.

Grade
Distribution

<4
18%

4
29%

5

6

7

21%

17%

3%

ECON3020

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

7

Advanced Macroeconomics
Principles of Keynesian & classical
macroeconomics. Theories of consumption,
investment, inflation.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

3

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was well structured and content followed in a
logical manner. owever, tutorials were sometimes uite
vague and unhelpful.

Difficulty

ourse content was generally easy to understand,
although somewhat maths heavy. ast students
considered the content to be a bit boring as there wasn’t
too much conceptual discussion of models. urther, the
models are not really applicable to real life.

Value
ast students would recommend I would recommend the course if you en oy mathematical
optimisation. The maths really isn t too diﬃcult, if you are comfortable with taking derivatives,
factorising and rearranging e uations you should be ﬁne.

Grade
Distribution

<4
6%

4
21%

5

6

7

21%

26%

26%

ECON3060*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Experimental Economics

Experimental economics is concerned with
testing economic hypotheses & policies in an
laboratory setting. These experiments involve
finding out whether or not real people actually
behave in the way economic theory predicts.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

--

--

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The course did not have a set te tbook, making it diﬃcult
to have a set structure to work with outside of contact
hours. The lecture recordings were also not released
immediately a er lectures, and so students stressed the
need to be a entive and annotate during the lecture
itself.
The lecturer followed a very logical structure nonetheless,
and was very engaging and knowledgeable. It was also
very easy to get in touch, given the small class si e.

Difficulty

The course was not as diﬃcult as many assumed, with
assessment consisting of an assignment which re uired
students to develop their own e periment over an
week period, and a ﬁnal e am which covered all topics
covered in the course.
tudents recommended doing some of the assignment
readings, given they complemented the lecture content
well. They also found it beneﬁcial to work with friends
and write short summaries of lectures and brainstorm
ideas in preparation for the ﬁnal e am.

Value
tudents found the course to be very interesting, learning a lot about e perimental design and being
able to partake in an economic e periment at the beginning of each lecture. This made the course
very practical and engaging as well.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3200!

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Monetary Economics

The course introduces and examines a number
of advanced topics in monetary economics.
Topics include: existence of money and currency
regimes, the short-run and long-run effect of
money in the economy, optimal monetary policy
in a closed economy, and time-inconsistency.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was well structured, with tutorials being
particularly useful for understanding the core concepts.
The tutorials broke down a lot of the concepts from the
lectures that seemed very mathematically rigorous, and
made them much more digestable.

Difficulty

The course was found to be more theoretical than
practical, and the content could be a bit diﬃcult to
understand at times due to the mathematical rigour
involved. That said, it is taught and assessed in a fair way.
The tutorials were found to be extremely helpful, and
students noted it was not diﬃcult to gain a good grade
as long as you attended class regularly. Regular
attendance made this course one of the easier grade 3
electives.

Value
The lecturer was extremely engaging, which made the content very enjoyable. It expands on the
monetary policy components of foundational macroeconomics courses, so if this topic interested
you, students highly recommended this course.

Grade
Distribution

<4
6%

4
17%

5

6

7

24%

26%

27%

ECON3320

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

9

Statistical Theory for Economists
Recommended material for all advanced courses
in Econometrics, Mathematical Economics &
operations research. Topics include probability
theory, sampling distribution, introduction to
classical & Bayesian decision theory.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

2

5

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

4

1

Structure

Comments and Tips

ue to the amount of content, there was diﬃculty in
ensuring lectures kept to the set structure. ecause
lectures ran overtime, it also became to diﬃcult to follow
at one stage of the course content and te tbook readings
the class was at. Towards the end, special provisions had
to be made such as replacing tutorials with lectures to
cover the re uired content.

Difficulty

s you can imagine, this course is very tough, both in
terms of course depth and breadth. It is an introduction
to probability theory, and re uires students to be conﬁdent with their calculus and mathematical proofs. uestions o n the ﬁ nal were fair a nd mostly consistent with
tutorial and assignment uestions, though there were a
few which were novel and re uired a deeper
under-standing of the content to answer. sing
forums such as tack change was suggested as a way
to do well on assignments.

Value
The course is important for understanding statistics and is necessary preparation for honours and
future econometrics study. owever, if you do not intend to pursue these paths, the course is of not
of great value.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3350

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

8

Applied Econometrics for Macro/Finance

The purpose of the course is to offer advanced
students in finance and economics an
understanding of the econometric tools that
apply to financial and macroeconomics data.
The approach is from an applied perspective.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

4

4

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The course was structured well with each week building
on the last in a logical manner. issing a week or few put
you at a signiﬁcant disadvantage however, and each week
got progressively more diﬃcult. The only issue was that
the lectures were directly modelled o the te tbook in
semester , while the tutorials were modelled o past
iterations of the course. This meant that o en you had to
focus and learn more during tutorials than during the
lectures. The recommended te tbook was also diﬃcult to
follow.

Difficulty

The content was somewhat diﬃcult, and re uired a ﬁrm
grasp of
and
. lot of the maths
and statistical tools were assumed knowledge, though
a ending consultation was a good way of digesting the
more comple maths in the course. The e ams were
similarly challenging, as they tested understanding of
the underlying concepts rather than ust the mechanical
aspects of uantitative analysis. To do well, a ending
consultation and reading the te tbook was crucial.

Value
The course is re uired unless you’ve taken
for honours. ractically speaking, it provided
a solid foundation for macro and ﬁnance uantitative analysis. rom a more theoretical perspective,
doing this course will help you understand some of the more comple economic literature such as
ournal articles . tudents found it to be an interesting uantitative course.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

14%

32%

5

6

7

24%

18%

12%

ECON3440*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Competition Policy/Regulation
Theory & practice of regulation & regulatory
reform; special reference to transport & utility
industries; competition policy, privatisation,
industry structural change, vertical & horizontal
separation, access pricing, spot markets,
contracts, multi-product pricing.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was well structured, with a good outline of
course content made from the very beginning. The tutorials were similarly well-tailored to lecture content, though
some students found them to be too rigid and did not
e plore the topics in as much detail as they could have.

Difficulty

The course content was not found to be too diﬃcult,
with classes placing students in a good position in terms
of ﬁnal e am preparation. ome students noted that
there were curve balls in the ﬁnal e am, with uestions
taken from niche topics covered in earlier lectures.

Value
tudents emphasised the practical nature of the course, noting that it was a good mi of both maths
and theory, and real world applications and case studies. It was also very interesting, with the course
giving scope for students to do basic research into regulation and competition policy in capitalist
economies.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

9%

19%

5

6

7

18%

24%

30%

ECON3510

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

5

International Trade Theory & Policy

Pure theory of international trade, comparative
advantage, Heckscher-Ohlin, growth & trade.
Commercial policies: protection & welfare,
economic integration, trade & economic
development, Australian perspectives.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

5

4

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The course was simpliﬁed compared to previous years,
with greater emphasis placed on understanding the practical application of the models, rather than the underlying
mathematical theory.

Difficulty

Though some concepts took time to understand,
students commented that the course was relatively
straigh orward and easy to follow compared to other
level electives. tudents agreed that the tutorial and
sample e ams were very helpful for e am preparation.

The provided te tbook wasn t necessary to do well in the
course, and the lectures followed a di erent structure
making it diﬃcult to follow along with the te tbook.

Value
n the whole, the course was not thought to be very valuable, as students did not learn much from
it.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

4%

28%

5

6

7

23%

28%

17%

ECON3540

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

8

Evolution of Economic Systems
Analysis of how complex systems develop using
contributions from behavioural, evolutionary and
institutional economics with an emphasis on the
role of institutions, coordination problems,
knowledge issues and cognitive aspects.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

5

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

No

5

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

The lectures were structured well; however, the tutorials
were a li le more free-style and discussion based, making
it diﬃcult to pin down key points and consolidate lecture
content.

Difficulty

The course covered a large amount of content, but was
well-taught. The lecturer was very supportive with any
uestions, making consultations a good way to gain a
be er understanding of the more diﬃcult ideas.
or the ﬁnal e am, it was important to be able to display
a thorough understanding of the readings. Thus,
students recommended taking notes of the re uired
readings and discussing it with a group of friends to
prepare for the ﬁnal e am.

Value
The course is an e tension of
ehavioural conomics and is thus a very uni ue course
providing a non-mainstream view of economics. tudents found it very interesting and very valuable
in broadening their perspective on economics.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3700

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

6

Environmental Economics

Markets, market failures & externalities;
economics of environmental pollution problems;
economic measures for pollution control &
environmental regulation. Environmental
change, economic growth, natural resource
depletion & population growth.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

4

3

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

The whole course was relatively well structured. It was
diﬃcult to back up a two hour lecture with a tute on the
previous week s content.

Difficulty

verall, the course is not particularly diﬃcult, and is
easier when compared with other third year courses. s
with many courses, the e ams e pected you to know
everything, so if enough time was spent studying you
could do very well.

eadings were essential for doing the course yet the
te tbook selected was not available online and very costly.
This led to most of the lecture progressing slowly as not
many had followed the readings e pected by the lecturer.
The order of the content had changed from previous
years.

Value
ost of the content seemed hard to apply to real life and it was diﬃcult to relate to. The content
was not overly e citing, with no innovative discussion or ideas that may be e pected from an
nvironmental conomics course. owever students who were taking perimental conomics
found it interesting and it is a ma er of personal preference.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

32%

32%

5

6

7

20%

12%

4%

ECON3710*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Economics of Natural Resources
Market allocation, economic efficiency &
economic policy in relation to natural resource
capital stocks; case studies drawn from
exploitation of mineral, energy, fish, timber &
recreational resources.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

lass si e was small and the lecturer was happy to assist
with any issues. The course presented di erent ﬁelds and
models in a logical and organised format.

Difficulty

The ongoing assignments become progressively easier in
content whilst maintaining the same weighting.

Value
The course is good as an elective if you are interested in natural resource economics or economic
e ternalities.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

Semester 2
ECON3050
ECON3210
ECON3220
ECON3330
ECON3340
ECON3360

ECON3430
ECON3450
ECON3520
ECON3600
ECON3900

ECON3050*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Game Theory & Strategy

This course provides an introduction to game
theoretic modelling, focusing in particular on
non-cooperative game theory.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was well-structured, with lectures having a
logical ﬂow and tutorials complementing lecture content
in a meaningful way. The lectures included e ercises
which helped students understand the concepts be er
and greatly encouraged student input.

Difficulty

tudents found tutorials to be e cellent preparation for
e ams, as they contained uestions of varying diﬃculty
easy, medium and hard and were marked assessment.
orked solutions were also provided, allowing students
to practise and perfect their approach to e am-style
uestions. owever, students commented that the ﬁnal
e am was nevertheless challenging, as it re uired a
deeper understanding of the concepts and memorising
tutorial uestions was insuﬃcient.

Value
tudents found the course content to be uite intellectually stimulating, especially for those with a
particular interest in game theory.

Grade
Distribution

<4
5%

4

5

6

7

7%

21%

22%

45%

ECON3210

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

Financial Markets & Institutions
Flow of funds & financial markets, theory &
behaviour of interest rates, term & risk structure
of interest rates, exchange rates, interest parity,
expectations formation, equity markets, debt
market, Euro markets, derivatives markets,
social allocation of capital.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

3

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was very clear in outlining aims and e pectations from the outset, providing certainty to course structure. roblem worksheets and handouts provided in
tutorials were comprehensive and built on the lecture
content in a constructive way.

Difficulty

tudents commented that the course was on the whole
rather challenging. owever, they reassured the course
content itself was relatively easy as long as students kept
on top of studies regularly. tudents who engaged with
all the learning materials provided in a meaningful way,
felt they were able to gain a very good understanding of
the content.

Value
The course was valuable in e plaining banking, ﬁnance and economics concepts that were applicable
to a career in the ﬁnance industry. ven if students were not interested in pursuing a career in
ﬁnance, a lot of general knowledge could be gained through studying this course.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

11%

30%

5

6

7

22%

23%

14%

ECON3220

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

7

Benefit-Cost Analysis for Business
The course develops a framework for analysis of
the economy-wide effects of proposed public &
private projects. A case study is undertaken in
which basic concepts of microeconomic theory
are applied within a spreadsheet framework to
produce a report.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

3

Tute Questions

No

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

No

5

4

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was very well planned and structured, making
it easy to follow the content, and the lecturer was
excellent. However, some students commented that the
lecture slides were at times a li le diﬃcult to follow. There
were no tutorials in this course; instead, supervised lab
sessions were held where tutors could answer uestions
and provide guidance on case study assignments.

Difficulty

Although the content could get quite detailed and
assessment was large-scale relative to other courses,
there was plenty of preparation material and assistance
provided. The economics content itself was not too
diﬃcult. tudents commented that the assignments and
case study were where the marks were most prone to
being lost, and that working consistently was crucial to
doing well. tudents thus recommended paying close
a ention to assignment re uirements and a ending
contact hours. The ﬁnal e am was also a li le trickier.

Value
tudents found the course to be e tremely valuable, with a lot of real world application involved.
tudents learned desirable tools, such as conducing cost-beneﬁt analysis through cel and pu ng
together a professional-looking document. There was an overwhelming consensus that this course
was highly useful.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

9%

24%

5

6

25%

27%

7
15%

ECON3330*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Econometric Theory

Theory of general linear model-topics include:
least squares, generalised method of moments
& maximum likelihood estimators under iid,
autocorrelated & heteroskedastic error
specifications.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The lectures had a solid structure, and followed the
prescribed te tbook very closely, elaborating on the
e amples and derivations found within it. Interestingly,
though lecture slides were available for the ﬁrst few
weeks, a er that it was decided that the te tbook was
ade uate. The te tbook was deﬁnitely worth purchasing
for this reason, as the course followed the chapters and
their e amples very closely.

Difficulty

tudents commented on the diﬃculty of
,
rating it as one of the hardest courses in the con
degree alongside
. The focus on applying
derivations and theory learned in class was found to be
uite challenging, despite the e am being fully open
book as well. The assignment involved the use of atlab
to run simulations, which some students found daunting
at ﬁrst. owever, the course lecturer was very
approachable and helpful throughout, making it a
valuable learning e perience.

Value
tudents found the course very worthwhile, recommending it for anyone intending to study onours
even if it is not an conometrics onours as it gave a strong theoretical background to concepts
covered in all applied courses. tudents also commented the course enhanced their understanding
of topics covered in
,
and
.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3340

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

8

Productivity & Efficiency Analysis

This course provides a comprehensive coverage
of modern methods for analysing the
productivity and efficiency of different types of
decision-making units (e.g. individuals, firms,
industries, regions, economies).

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

No

4

3

Structure

Comments and Tips

The tutorials were well structured around lecture content
each week. ne issue noted was that the course relied
heavily on a variety of underlying assumptions, which had
to be accepted at face value in lectures due to the lack of
time to e plore them in detail. The course was also prone
to becoming too technical and re uired understanding
many mathematical proofs.

Difficulty

ontent was uite challenging, with lectures becoming
increasingly diﬃcult a er week . That said, the course
is manageable as long as students regularly a end
consultations and study consistently. The e am was
challenging, and memorising an approach to a particular
problem from the sample e am with the hopes of similar
uestions being on the ﬁnal was insuﬃcient to gaining a
good grade. aking friends and doing the assignments
together was recommended, as well as regularly a ending consultation.

Value
The course is useful, though it is not as theoretical as other uantitative courses o ered. tudents
were able to learn how to use studio, which was beneﬁcial for future research and pro ects.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3360

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

7

Applied Econometrics for Microeconomics
The purpose of the course is to offer advanced
students in Economics, Commerce and Business
an understanding of the econometric tools that
apply to microeconomic data. The approach is
from an applied perspective.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

4

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

4

3

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

Yes

Comments and Tips

Though the ﬂow of topics was logical, some students
noted that content within each topic was sometimes
presented in a disorganised or vague way. urther, the
tutorial uestions were found to be too easy, and did not
ade uately prepare students for the e am. owever,
tutors recognised and adapted their e planations
accordingly.

Difficulty

tudents commented that the lecture content was
challenging, with heavy use of matri algebra and
relatively comple concepts. That said, the e am was
easier than e pected, as students were able to use notes
and were only assessed on their general understanding
of the content. hort assignments were given during the
semester as well which assisted with keeping on top of
topics.

Value
There was a lot of value in this course for students who wished to continue onto honours or other
research pro ects. The course used a program called T T rather than views, which students found
highly useful for micro-econometrics.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

5%

12%

5

6

7

23%

36%

24%

ECON3430

Recommendation

Difficulty

3

3

Managerial Economics

Basic economic tools, business objectives,
demand analysis; pricing policies & competitive
strategies, cost & production analysis, market
structure, decision-making under uncertainty,
capital budgeting & investment analysis.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

No

3

2

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

3

2

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was taken by a new lecturer in
, meaning
the content was understandably a li le disorganised at
times. The lecturer generally did not stray far from the
lecture slides. The lack of tutorials made it diﬃcult to keep
on top of content and le students to largely take their
own initiative, for e ample by a empting past e ams to
study for the ﬁnal e am.

Difficulty

tudents found the course to be uite straigh orward,
with the assessment largely based o what was covered
on lecture slides. ample uestions were also released in
preparation for the mid sem however, these were not as
useful at gauging the type of uestions on the e am.

Value
The course engaged students to take a closer look at game theory, which was interesting. owever, it
otherwise overlapped uite signiﬁcantly with other economics courses, and thus did not provide as
much value as it could have if it were a non-economics degree elective.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

2%

11%

5

6

7

20%

39%

28%

ECON3450*

Recommendation

Difficulty

--

--

Public Finance

This course focuses on the role of the
government in the economy. Public policy issues
are analysed theoretically and empirically. The
course covers topics in government expenditure,
taxation and political economy

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

--

--

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Yes

--

--

Structure

Comments and Tips

The lectures were well structured, and the course ﬂowed
well from week to week. owever, there were no
tutorials, with sample uestions and answers given out
each week. The lack of contact hours meant not much
content could be e plored each week.

Difficulty

tudents did not ﬁnd the course to be particularly
diﬃcult, with only some maths and statistics involved.
The ﬁnal e am reﬂected the course content particularly
the sample uestions .

Value
The course was fascinating in terms of how it applied mathematical models to the public sector and
the political economy.

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry

ECON3520

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

3

Economics of International Finance
International monetary system, the IMF,
dependent economy models, competitiveness,
fiscal & monetary policy in open economy,
external adjustment, capital mobility, exchange
rate volatility, the current account,
macroeconomics of foreign investment & debt.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

4

1

Tute Questions

Yes

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

5

3

Tute Answers

Yes

Sample Midsem

Structure

No

Comments and Tips

The course structure was divided such that lectures
covered theory and tutorials covered the practical
application. This was problematic because though the
tutorials were much shorter than lectures, most of the
assessment covered tutorial content. The course content
ﬂowed logically from week to week, gradually increasing
in comple ity. The lecturer was engaging, providing both
real world e amples to illustrate concepts, and leading
theories that challenged the standard content taught in
the course.

Difficulty

The course was uite straigh orward, both with respect
to content and assessment. The problem sets which
were completed throughout the semester largely
mirrored the tutorial uestions, for which thorough
solutions were available as well. The ﬁnal e am also
reﬂected the tutorial content, and students were
permi ed to use
double-sided page of notes.
de uate preparation therefore ensured very good
grades students recommended having notes on the
types of uestions covered in tutorials.

Value
introduced important concepts relating to international capital mobility, the impact that
e ects like high interest rates will have on a country s price of goods and the beneﬁts of di erent
national debt reduction schemes. tudents found these to be very interesting topics.

Grade
Distribution

<4

4

4%

14%

5

6

7

21%

32%

29%

ECON3600

Recommendation

Difficulty

4

7

Australian Economic History

Australian economic experience since 1788.
Period since 1900 in depth.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

Yes

Readings

Yes

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

Yes

Consultations

Yes

5

2

Tute Questions

No

Sample Final

Yes

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

Yes

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course was very coherent, the ﬁrst half was
structured in chronological order, and the second half was
very clearly divided into topics on di erent aspects of
ustralian conomic history. tudents found the lectures
to be straigh orward and logical, but remaining on top of
content was e tremely important as there were no
tutorials for this sub ect. ost of the necessary material
was provided as topic notes and within the lecture slides,
so lectures weren’t always necessary to a end.

Difficulty

oth the mid-semester and ﬁnal e ams were very fair. s
they were essay style uestions, most of the work came
from being able to pick out the important parts of each
topic and present them in a coherent manner, while
being able to remember lots of information. ot much
critical thinking itself was re uired, although being able
to write well seemed to be important. The assignment
re uired lots of work research wise, but wasn t too
challenging.

Value
iscriminating information selection and concise writing are the main skills that students learnt in
this course. nly those students who are interested in macro-economics will ﬁnd the content of this
course interesting.

Grade
Distribution

<4
1%

4
20%

5

6

7

40%

28%

8%

ECON3900

Recommendation

Difficulty

5

10

Project Based Learning

The course is a special unit offered by the
University. Students participate in projects to
develop and practice a range of skills. Each group
will be assigned a live problem from industry,
government or the not-for-profit sector, and will
have to address the problem using their economic
skills and knowledge.

Cost Benefit Analysis

Available Resources
Recordings

No

Readings

No

Interesting

Challenging

Lecture Slides

No

Consultations

Yes

5

5

Tute Questions

No

Sample Final

No

Assessment

Classes

Tute Answers

No

Sample Midsem

No

5

5

Structure

Comments and Tips

The course had a very unconventional structure, with few
lectures and no tutorials or e ams. Instead, there were
regular meetings with the course coordinator which were
very useful. This meant the course still retained a lot of
structure to it, making it easy to follow the pro ect
through its various stages.

Difficulty

The course was found to be very diﬃcult - the assessment was challenging and re uired a signiﬁcant amount
of time. The concepts covered in the course were also
very advanced, making it hard to understand and apply
them. That said, the course was found to be an en oyable challenge.
This course is not recommended if you have a very full
semester as it re uires a lot of time.

Value
The course was found to be very useful, and students gained a lot from it. tudents were able to
e plore challenging and new areas of economics, with the end goal of writing a high uality and
thoroughly researched report. It is thus recommended for any students wishing to continue into the
economics profession or further research honours asters h .

Grade
Distribution

Unfortunately no grade distribution data has been provided
by the chool of cono ics as enrol ent as lo . orry
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