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Presidential Welcome
Congratulations First Year Economics Students, you’ve made it!
Welcome to the University of Queensland Economics Society!
Some of you may be excited or may have mixed feelings about entering your first year of tertiary
studies. As you commence this transition from high school to university life, I encourage you to step out
of your comfort zone and embrace all the new and exciting opportunities that you’ll come across this
year.
Our First Year Guide has been created specifically to assist you with advice and tips aimed to help ease
you into university life, and to help you make the most out of your first year at university. This guide
contains helpful information including the difference between lectures, tutorials and PASS classes, tips
and tricks on how to approach your assessments, where to eat on campus, what events to look forward
to and more!
As an economics student, you will learn how to think critically, evaluate and solve many challenging
problems. The UQ Economics Society runs a large variety events that will provide you with many
opportunities to help equip you with the relevant skills demanded in the workforce. We run a variety of
corporate networking events that range from ourannual careers and cocktails event to our discussion
evenings with a panel of representatives from renowned firms.
The UQ Economics society will not only provide you with many opportunities for professional
development, but we also run various exciting and fun social events such as, the Economics Ball, First
year dinner, Social sport and our annual Pub Crawl. At our social events, you will no doubt expand your
social network with both different and likeminded students, which will often lead to lifelong connections!
The UQ Economics society simply aims to enrich your university life experience. I moved out of home to
move to Brisbane to study at UQ, not knowing anyone, and yes initially it was a nerve-racking
experience. I joined the Economics Society in my first year, and I can honestly say it has definitely
made my experience so far at Uni more enjoyable and memorable. I participated in many UQES events
in my first and second year of university, that helped me step out of my comfort zone and gain many
lifelong skills.
Now as President of a society that helped enhance my university life experience, I will aim to provide
you with many opportunities, so that you may have the same or even more enriched university life
experience then I have had so far! I wish you all the very best with your studies this year, the exec team
and I hope to meet you at our events. If you do see me or anyone on the executive team at our events
or around campus, please don’t hesitate to come say hi, we would love to meet you!

Kindest Regards,
Machel Tamani
UQES President 2020
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What do we do?
The University of Queensland Economics Society (UQES) is a student-run
organisation which aims to enhance students’ campus experience and
professional development through a variety of events and publications.
Some of our favourites include the much-anticipated ball; a classy but fun
networking opportunity: Careers and Cocktails; and the handy annual
BEcon guide!

UQES x UQLS Crypto Pub Crawl

UQES Ball

UQES Careers and Cocktails

UQES x UQBA x UQPSA Launch Party

The best tip you’ll get in first year (that you should follow) is to attend as
many events and join as many activities as you can! It is the best way to
meet people with similar interests and make friends! In particular, the two
things that you want to pay attention to now are the First Year Dinner and
social sports.

Stay Connected
The best way to ensure you don’t miss any
of our latest blog posts, events, and other
announcements in by following the UQES
Facebook page!
https://www.facebook.com/uqeconomics/

We also recommend checking out our
website, where you’ll find guides like this
one and a list of deals your membership
with UQES entitles you to.
https://www.uqes.com.au/

To connect with the professional side of
our portfolio make sure you follow us on
LinkedIn. Here you’ll find a range of posts
from our sponsors as well as networking
events & job opportunities.
https://au.linkedin.com/company/university
-of-queensland-economics-society

Our Events
UQES x UQBA x UQPPES x
UQBC Launch Party
(8th March, Jade Buddha)
This year we are collaborating with
UQBA, UQPPES and UQBC to start 2020
with a bang! (Hint: the bar tab is
something you do not want
to miss)

**First Year Dinner**
(25th March Jamie's Italian)
Grab a friend or come solo and be ready
for a cheesy icebreaker and a great
chance to make friends at the First Year
Dinner! Personally, my friendship group
was formed at this event and has
continued to thrive so it gets nothing less
than a five star recommendation from me.

Careers and Cocktails

(17th March, Fridays Riverside)
This is UQES’ major, and much
anticipated, annual networking event. It is
the perfect opportunity to network with
graduate professionals, potential
recruiters, and your fellow UQES
members while enjoying some classic
cocktails and canapes.

RedE Card
For many UQES members, the redE card is the best part
of our membership. This year, we have deals with cafes, gyms, bars, and
beauty stores, etc. throughout Brisbane! Two of the crowd favourites are:
Free entry at Friday’s Riverside before 11
Free upsize at Belltop Café (Level 3, Collin Clark @ UQ)

Make sure you check out the UQES website for the full
list of deals. Another great way to make sure you don’t miss out on special
deals offered throughout the year is to like our RedE card Facebook page.
The other benefit of the redE card, which is exclusively
given to UQES members, is discounts to UQES events like the Ball and
Careers and Cocktails!
Be sure to grab a membership for $5 at market day on the
19th or 26th of Feb at the Great Court. If you can’t make
those just shoot us a message on Facebook and we can help you get your
redE card.

On Campus

Parking
Parking on campus can sometimes be a nightmare, so
these are our hot tips to make sure you always get a park!
- We suggest arriving before 8.30am (ideally before 8am if you can) to
grab a park on campus.
- From 8.30 to around 1 or 2pm parking is very scarce and normally involves doing a few
laps of the carparks. In the early afternoon spots begin to free upagain and is normally
pretty easy!
- Download the Cellopark app on your phone to pay for your parking. All parking on
campus is run through the Cellopark app and it’s as easy as signing in and out of your
parking zone once you park your car!
- If you ever forget your phone at home, never fear there are some parking stations
spread throughout zones where you can pay without needing the app.

Other Options
Public Transport
Public transport is the much smarter,
more environmentally friendly, and more reliable
option for getting to UQ!
Make sure you take note of the two
different bus stations: Chancellor’s Place and UQ
Lakes Station. These are at
opposite ends of campus and have different bus
routes, so make sure to check on
TransLink which station you need to be at.

Bike Riding
If you live close to the campus, biking
is a great option. If helping the environment and
saving money aren’t
incentives enough, your body will also appreciate
the fresh air and exercise
between the inevitable late nights partying (+
studying).
There are some designated bike routes to
get into UQ without needing to ride down Sir Fred
Schonnell Drive, so make sure
you plan your journey to create the safest and most
convenient ride you can.

UQ Nav
Don’t forget to download UQ Nav to avoid
getting lost during your first few weeks of
class. For those that have a very limited
sense of direction (like me), you might
need to keep this app on your phone a
little longer…

There are plenty of spots on the UQ St Lucia Campus to find freshly brewed
coffee, yummy treats and filling lunches. The Belltop Café (Level 3, Collin
Clark) is a favourite with students from the BEL (Business, Economics and
Law) Faculty, and makes what many believe is the best coffee on campus
(as well as a delicious Death by Chocolate cake).
A close contender is Merlo, located centrally in the Great Court, beside the
Social Sciences Library. Make sure you leave plenty of time before that
8AM lecture though, as you’ll almost definitely encounter a line during peak
hours in the morning and around lunch time.

Belltop Cafe
Level 3, Colin Clark
Building (39)

Merlo UQ
Duhig Building, Next to the HASS Library
Building (2)

For lunch, be sure to check out the various cuisines on offer around
campus. You’ll find anything from Korean Bibimba to Japanese Curry,
Brunch food at Lakeside Cafe or you can’t go wrong with a classic Subway.
To see a full list of food and drink outlets.
visit: http://www.uqu.com.au/food-retail

Plan Ahead
Helping First Years
Recently, Facebook has become the home to the majority of study and advice
groups.
Some key ones to look out for are: UQ StalkerSpace, UQ CourseSpace and various
subject groups. UQ StalkerSpace, though not an ‘official’ UQ source, is your one
stop shop for links to specific subject groups, updates on events happening, and
other often entertaining content.
On the other hand, UQ CourseSpace, an official page, has more course related
advice and notes. Don’t forget to check out the BEcon Guide which can be found on
the UQES website for a more succinct description of all economics courses.

Planning your Degree
Most second year subjects have prerequisite first year subjects to ensure students
have a sufficient base level of knowledge upon which to build upon for more difficult
subjects. The following subjects are common prerequisites that should completed
during your first year.
ECON1010 - Introductory Microeconomics
ECON2010 - Introductory Macroeconomics
ECON1310 - Quantitative Economic and Business Analysis A
ECON1050 - Tools of Economic Analysis
The BEL Faculty has made program plans and progression checks to help you figure
out your degree. These are very useful to familiarise yourself with and to give you an
idea about what subjects you need to do, and when.
Program Plan: https://bel.uq.edu.au/program-plans
Progression Check: https://bel.uq.edu.au/progression-checks
Make sure you check out the BEcon Guide 2019 for student-sourced reviews and
handy tips of all BEcon courses!

Honours
High achieving students have the option to complete an additional year of study
consisting of advanced coursework and a thesis. In order to be eligible, you must first
complete your Bachelor of Economics with a GPA of 5.5 or above. In addition, you must
have checked off the compulsory prerequisites for an honours year to a GPA standard of
5 or above, to be considered. Most of these prerequisites are second year subjects or
above, so you don’t need to worry too much about them right now. However, it’s a good
idea if you are interested in completing honours to know what subjects you have to take
so you can plan them out early. Prerequisites depend on the field of study you elect.
Visit https://economics.uq.edu.au/study/honours-program for more details.

Bachelor of Advanced
Finance and
Economics (Honours)
The Bachelor of Advanced Finance and Economics was a new accelerated degree
introduced by the School of Economics in 2016. This degree is targeted at students
with strong mathematical foundations and a passion for finance and economics. During
the first three years of this four year degree, students follow a rigorous relatively fixed
plan, taking only two electives of their choice and beginning second year subjects in
Semester 2. Some variations on the base plan can arise from students electing to
study abroad, with one of the host universities selected that fit in with the BAFE plan.
The final year, part of the in-built honours program, require students to write an
honours thesis in for finance or economics, or complete a team project as part of a
general pathway.

Bachelor of Politics,
Philosophy and
Economics (Honours)
This degree, now in its third year, was introduced by UQ in 2017. This four year degree is
designed to equip students with critical thinking skills, applied in a cross-disciplinary
environment, so that they can explore current and future global challenges. For PPE,
students develop a foundational understanding of the three disciplines as a cohort, before
beginning to major in their second year. As part of the in-built honours program, students
can elect to complete either a thesis or team project in their final year. The university
encourages students to spend time studying abroad at one of their prestigious
international partners.

Majors
As a first year, you don’t need to worry about picking a major just yet.
However, it’s always a good idea to familiarise yourself with your options and
know how to achieve them. For the Bachelor of Economics, you have the
choice of the following five majors. Some students also opt for a generalist
degree with no major.

Quantitative Methods
This major has a strong mathematical and modelling focus. Students are
provided with the critical scientific techniques to successfully measure,
analyse, projects and model a diverse set of economic factors and
scenarios.

Economics & Public Policy
This economics-centered, multidisciplinary major, is designed to provide
students with an opportunity to understand how government intervention
affects the economy in an increasingly globalised world.

Business & Industry
This major concentrates on economic decision making in the business
sector. It covers issues such as managerial economics, industrial & labour
economics, the regulatory environment and benefit/cost analysis techniques.

Natural Resources & Environment
This major provides the tools of economic analysis for application to problems
associated with the allocation of renewable and non-renewable resources.

International Trade & Finance
This major focuses on the economics and financial systems, mechanisms
and emerging issues in an increasingly globalised economy.

Tips & Tricks
Lectures and Lecture
Recordings
During the first few weeks of your first year, lectures will be packed and we recommend
that you only go to the lecture you signed onto. However, after the first couple of weeks,
you will find there are enough seats for you to a lecture you did not sign onto, should the
need arise. Most lectures, particularly those for compulsory subjects with large cohorts,
are recorded and uploaded on Echo360, which is accessible on Blackboard. Though this
can be convenient for sick days or when you get unexpectedly called into work, a
recorded lecture is never quite as good as the real thing*. Sometimes technical
difficulties can arise, such as audio cutting out of lectures not recording at all
Furthermore, some lecturers may at times move away from the microphone or utilise the
whiteboard! Nevertheless, online lectures are a great backup and can also be helpful to
rewatch during revision.
*ECON1010 and ECON1310 have online learning systems that are designed to be as
good as attending a lecture in person. You won’t meet any new people sitting at home
though!

Tutorials
Tutorials are small classes associated to a course which generally follow the structure of
a brief summary of the content covered by the lecture, and worked practice questions.
These questions can be great to redo for study, and may indicate how the questions will
be structured in exams, though this is not the case for all subjects.
Due to the smaller class size, tutorials are generally less flexible than lecturers. It is
therefore recommended that you only attend the tutorial you signed onto. If for some
reason you cannot attend your assigned tutorial, email the course administrator to
arrange another tutorial spot. Each tutor also has consult sessions where you can ask
individual questions or seek additional assistance.

PASS (Peer Assisted
Study Session)
PASS is known as an informal tutorial of sorts, and is run for the four compulsory
subjects mentioned earlier: ECON1010, ECON1020, ECON1050 and ECON1310. They
are designed to be more interactive and laid back, and are run by students who have
very recently completed that subject, to a high standard. The worksheets are designed
by PASS leaders to tackle the subjects student tend to find most difficult, so this is a
great opportunity to stay on top of your work and make sure you have a solid
understanding of the content covered.

Consultations
In addition to the consultations with tutors mentioned above, you can also attend
consults with your lecturer. This is one of the most underutilised resources available to
students at UQ: it is essentially free private tutoring where you can get any questions
you have answered. Consults early on in the semester tend to be very empty so don’t
wait for the week before exams if you have a question earlier! As exams approach,
consults to get a lot busier so it is good to try to get in early to make sure you are
prepared for your exams. Check your course page on Blackboard for consult times.

Keeping On Top of
Your Work
The university operates on the basis that 10 hours of study a week is required for a
standard two-unit course. This means that, if you attend a two hour lecture and a one
hour tutorial, you need an extra seven hours of independent study during the week.
At the beginning of the semester, it may seem like exams are far away; however, it
always helps to keep on top of things on a week to week basis as opposed to cramming
everything at the last minute. It would also be a wise idea to keep on top of key weekly
financial and economic matters as lecturers have been known to include questions
related to recent economic events.

Libraries aren't Dead

One thing you might not know about the libraries on
campus is, that most are open on the weekend and even 24/7 depending on the
library.
Always keep your UQ Student ID with you when studying
overnight or on the weekends so you can open the doors in and out, as well as
for when Security ask for it when they walk through.
The libraries also have lots of small group rooms
(perfect for doing group assignments in) which can be booked online at:
https://www.library.uq.edu.au
(click Book a room underneath all the opening hours on the righthand side of
the site).

Important Dates
Census Date
This is the last date in which you can drop out of a course without
financial penalty - i.e. needing to either pay the course fee upfront or have
the amount added to your HECS. Occasionally, exceptions are made with
extremely good reasons. If this happens to you, email the administration
and they can guide you in the right direction.
(usually 31st March for Semester 1 and 31st August for Semester 2)

MAR
31

AUG
31
Withdrawal Date

This is the last date you can drop a subject without academic penalty - i.e.
your GPA won’t be impacted but you will still have to pay for the course.
We suggest seeking the advice of your lecturer/tutors before making this
decision.
(usually 30th April for Semester 1 and 30th September for Semester 2)

APR
30

SEP
30

Exams

When are Exams?
For most subjects, you will get two exams during the semester. The first is a
mid-semester exam, which can occur in class or on one of the three
Saturdays dedicated to mid-semester examinations. In semester 1 this
year, these dates are 30th March, 6th April and 13th April. On the other
hand, final exams happen during a two week final examination block at the
end of the semester, after an independent study week for revision.

Preparing for an Exam - Past Exam Papers
Other than revising lecture slides, tutorial worksheets and PASS worksheets,
past exam papers are a great resource to use for revision. They can help you
become familiar with the wording, length and sometimes difficulty of exams.
Just be careful that sometimes past exam papers may have been written by a
different lecturer, and previous exams may have content that is no longer
covered by the subject.
Past exam papers can be found on the UQ library under the past exams tab (a
quick google search also usually does the trick). Some lecturers will post past
exam papers that they think are particularly relevant on Blackboard. These are
the most important ones to look out for.

Missing an Exam
If you miss an exam due to medical grounds, or any other reasonable
grounds, then you may be eligible to sit a Deferred Exam. Applications must
be submitted within 5 calendar days after the date the original examination
was held. You will be required to provide supporting documentation such as
a medical certificate.

Failing an Exam
If you fail a course, i.e. receiving a three, don’t fear. There may be a chance
for you to redeem yourself with a supplementary exam. Each course has its
own rules for supplementary exams.
For more information:
visit: https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/manage-myprogram/exams-and-assessment/supplementary-assessment

Exam Viewing Session
Usually a one to two weeks after grades are released, you will be emailed
about an exam viewing session. At these sessions you are able to review
your exam and crosscheck your answers with the marking guide. It is always
worth attending these sessions as not only do you have the chance to figure
out how to improve your performance on your next exam, sometimes markers
can make mistakes. If you spot a mistake, you can apply for a remark on the
spot.

Assignments
Citation and Referencing
Referencing your work is far more important at university than in high school.
If you do not cite your work accurately, you may be accused of plagiarism,
which has serious consequences at UQ. Most subjects at in the School of
Economics ask you to reference using the Harvard referencing style, though
some may ask for others or allow you your own choice. Make sure you use
reliable sources and keep track of where you get your information from as
you go, so you don’t end up in a last minute panic. While we are all guilty of
using Wikipedia, and indeed it can be a helpful to point your research in the
right direction in the beginning, it’s best to leave this source off your
reference list!
Visit https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/referencing/uqharvard for the UQ
Harvard Referencing Guide. Don’t forget that UQ has EndNote licenses
which make referencing in any style a breeze.

Extensions
If you have a good reason for requesting an extension, make sure you talk to
your course coordinator (or whoever else your lecturer tells you to send it to)
ASAP. Ultimately, whether you receive an extension is usually not up to your
lecturer. There is a standardised procedure. In most cases, it is much harder
to get an extension for a subject with a larger cohort, but your chances also
depend on the subject, type of assignment, and how early you ask for an
extension. Please remember to ask for an extension as soon as you realise
you need it! Avoid emailing the lecturer the day before the assignment is due
as it is most likely you won’t receive one.

Feedback
For exams, the best opportunity for feedback is the exam viewing session.
Assignments, on the other hand, often have feedback attached to your
Blackboard grade. If no scheduled feedback session is provided, you can
arrange to meet your lecturer.

General Tips
Always make sure you thoroughly read the stimulus provided for an
assignment and the marking guide so you know what markers are looking for
in your assignment before you begin. If you have any questions or are
unsure of what is required of you, seek further clarification from your lecturer.
Although the writing styles expected may not be as formal as Law or
Medicine, it is important to ensure your writing conforms to formal academic
standards. Avoid using informal phrases, colloquialism, and prejudiced
language. Generally, you’ll want to write in third person past tense. You can
always ask tutors or your lecturer about the style of writing they expect,
though they won’t be reading any drafts like in high school.

Resources
Business, Economics &
Law Faculty (BEL)
Colin Clark Building (39) is the home of the BEL Faculty, who are responsible for all the
mentoring, networking and development programs for BEL students.
To stay up to date with what the BEL Faculty has planned, check out their website
(https://bel.uq.edu.au) or simply visit them on Level 2 of Colin Clark Building.

School of Economics
The purpose of the School of Economics at UQ is to ensure that your time at university
while studying economics is completed as smoothly as possible. If you have any
questions about subjects, your major requirements, or anything else about economics
and your degree, head down to Colin Clark or visit the School of Economics website
(https://economics.uq.edu.au).
The Schoool of Economics is located on Level 6 of Colin Clark.

Student Employability
Team (SET)
Text placeholderThe Student Employability Team, particularly within the BEL faculty
(BEL SET), are a great resource to familiarise yourself with early on. They are dedicated
to helping students increase resume performance and to advice on finding internship or
work experience to help you stand out. It only takes five minutes to scan through the
BELSET webpage (https://bel.uq.edu.au/set) so you have an idea about when or if there
are any programs you may want to participate in. Everyone on the team is very friendly
so don’t be shy to book an appointment and have a chat to them to make sure you’re on
the right track.
BELSET also organise a number of events throughout the year, including: World of Work
and the Edge Leadership Series. Keep an eye out for these in your emails and don’t
forget to book in on Student Hub to avoid missing out.

Self-care
While university can be a crazy time filled with study till strange hours of
the night, too much caffeine, stressful shifts at work and navigating new
social groups and sports it’s important to remember that your mental health
is important. While UQ provides lots of resources and facilities to assist
with your mental health which can be found on their website, or by visiting
the student centre, UQES have a few handy hints to help you out.

Break up your study sessions by going for a walk around campus for 10mins
every few hours! This gives you some fresh air, allows your eyes to relax from the
strain of looking at a book or computer all day and allows your mind to take a
break so when you return to studying it’s much easier to retain information.
Find a good study playlist! Finding the best songs to get in the
concentration zone can make a world of difference to your study days.
Keep hydrated! UQ has plenty of chilled water stations throughout campus
as well as in all libraries, so remember to bring a water bottle to keep you
refreshed all day long.
Practice mindfulness or meditation! There are so many apps on the market
such as Bloom which are designed with short 5min videos or audio to do a
quick mindfulness session to get you sorted for the rest of the day.
Mindfulness is often overlooked but a few mins every morning can help
centre your day to ensure you achieve all your goals!

Pack snacks for between classes – in the rush of the mornings sometimes your
snacks for class that day may be overlooked however if you prepare some the
night before/keep some containers in your uni bag (such as dry fruits or nuts) you
might find your concentrating for longer (and avoid being hangry)

Good Luck!
If you made it to the end of this guide,
you can breathe a sigh of relief. You made it. Thank you for
reading! While your first few weeks can be a daunting time
always know that it gets easier! Eventually you will have your
favourite parking zone, learn the shortcuts between your back to
back classes and have picked out your favourite spot to eat lunch.
In the meantime, always feel free to ask someone for
help whether that be for directions, assistance with using the UQ
computers or where they got their amazing smelling lunch!
(Although it can be nerve racking to ask a stranger
for help remember everyone was a first-year student once and are
normally happy to help you out!) If you spot anyone from the
UQES exec around campus or events (We are normally in our
bright red shirts on event days) feel free to come say hi and ask
any questions you may have!
The UQES exec team wishes you the best of
luck in your first year of uni. We hope to see you at our launch
party which is
our first event for the year!
All the best,
Nina-Paris Ackland
First Year Officer

